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FOREWORD 


N 1900 I issued a small volume of Sermons 
entitled Appeals to the Soul, and the book 
had a wide circulation. Within the last two years 
I have discovered ‘that two of these Sermons— 
“The Marred Face” (Isa. lii. 14) and “ Sleep” 
(Ps. cxxvii. 2)—are included in The Biblical Illus- 
trator. A quotation from the latter sermon is 
applied to the same verse in Dr. Hastings’s 
Great Texts, where he very kindly includes my 
book among others to which the reader may refer. 
Some months ago, two of the Sermons which 
are included in this volume were printed in 
another form, and these had a brief but favour- 
able review in The Expository Times for June of 
this year. So, feeling encouraged by these ex- 
periences, I venture to send forth this book in the 
hope that {t may be of some help to the ordinary 
reader, and perhaps prove useful to ministers of 
the Gospel in the great and responsible work of 
the Christian Ministry. : 
WILLIAM KIRK BRYCE. 


BROMLEY, KENT, 


1922. 
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LIFE’S GREATEST FORCES 


SERMONS AND DEVOTIONAL 
ADDRESSES 


CHAPTER I 
LIFE’S GREATEST FORCES 


“But now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; and the 
greatest of these is love.”—1 Cor. xiii. 13 (R.V.). 


HERE are three persons in the Godhead, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and each one 
of these may be seen acting separately in the world, 
although it can be proved that these three are 
one, the same in essence, power, and glory. All 
the persons in the Godhead are equal, acting in 
closest harmony with one another. These three 
heavenly powers correspond to three earthly forces : 
Faith, Hope, and Love, which form a sacred Trinity, 
wherein exists a striking inequality, “the greatest 
of these is love ”—all three are important graces, 
but the greatest in this holy combination is “‘ Love.” 
It is very difficult for a theologian to define Faith. 
In the Epistle to the Hebrews it is explained 
thus: “‘ Faith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen.” In that 
precious bit of Scripture both Faith. and Hope 
are briefly described. But, as Frederick Denison 
BG 
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Maurice says: ‘‘ Any definition of faith has to be 
followed by another to explain what is meant, 
and when that has been done another is needed to 
describe what has been stated.” The whole of the 
Old Testament is based on Faith. The Patriarchs 
trusted in God when they could not trace or under- 
stand His dealings. Abraham came out, without 
questioning God, from his own country to go unto 
a land he had never seen. Before the flood Noah, 
at the command of God, prepared an Ark for himself 
and family before ever a drop of rain had fallen 
from heaven or clouds had darkened the sky. 
Joshua, in apparently foolish fashion, walked round 
about Jericho blowing trumpets until the walls 
fell down, and the city had made surrender. These 
men trusted God. 

Every pilgrimage step in those far-off days was 
by Faith. Every conquest won was the victory 
of Faith. By Faith, they subdued kingdoms, 
quenched the violence of fire, had their dead raised 
again, stopped the mouths of lions, waxed valiant 
in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens ; 
they went forth conquering and to conquer through 
Faith. 

But the story does not end here; the teach- 
ing of the New Testament is founded on Faith. 
Every miracle of Jesus wrought upon the sick, the 
blind, the lame, was the outcome of Faith; take 
this one miracle as an illustration of the whole. 
It seemed impossible for four men to get near Jesus 
with their paralysed brother, whom they were carry- 
ing on a mattress or Oriental bed. Jesus was in a 
certain house, and there was an impenetrable crowd 
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around the door. The four brave hearts, however, 
going up by an outside stair, carrying their sacred 
burden on to the roof, tore it open and lowered 
the sick man in front of Jesus. What followed 
is described in this way: ‘‘ When He saw their 
Faith, He said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy 
sins be forgiven thee.’”’ He saw in the hearts of 
all the men the invisible power which had brought 
them to Him. The crowd saw a roof torn up and 
a sick man, but Jesus saw Faith; you and I have 
never seen it, but we have felt it in our hearts. 
Faith brought healing of body. “I say unto thee, 
Arise, and take up thy bed, and . . . immediately 
he arose.”’ He saw their Faith. 

Our own experience most fully corroborates 
the Testaments, Old and New. There was a day, 
many years ago—a blessed day, when before the 
Cross, with its blood and sacrifice, we believed to 
the saving of our souls, and a great sweet peace 
settled upon the infinite deeps of our inner life, 
and a new vision opened up before us, stretching 
away far into the future. How did all this come 
about ? history repeating itself; as it was in the 
days of Abraham, as it was in the days of Jesus, 
so it was and is in our day. The great life-giving 
force making itself manifest in unbroken continuity. 
“ Therefore being justified by FaiTH, we have peace 
with God.” Our eyes are now looking towards 
God. We are saved by Hope. Faith is the great 
foundation grace. ‘‘ Hope maketh not ashamed, 
for the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts.” 
However dark the way may be, Hope will always 
light it up and throw some bright rays in front of 
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us, robbing the future of all dread and fear. So on 
_We go, strengthened by Faith, and cheered by Hope. 
Ee The three forces, Faith, Hope, and Love, are the 
“hands of the soul. The body has only two, but the 
soul is very odd, having three strong limbs. Faith 
lays hold of Christ, grasping Him with a saving 
grip. Hope lays hold of Heaven, making sure of 
the many mansions, and the soul looks forward 
with joy to its eternal habitations: ‘‘ Which hope 
we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and 
stedfast, which entereth into that within the veil.” 
Love lays hold upon men in order to serve them 
and bring them to God; as William Arnot says : 
“Tt will not, cannot, let the world alone; all the 
neighbours know it, feel it. Love is like Him who 
went about doing good.” Faith and Hope might 
be termed the praying grates, but Love is a working 
power, which Paul, in his First Epistle to the Cor- 
inthians, calls the greatest of the three. ‘ Love is 
the sunlight of this earth and heaven.” ‘ Love 
is the impulse to heroic deeds.” ‘‘ Love is the 
harmony to Christians given.’”’ ‘“‘ Love is the voice 
that for the sinner pleads.” Faith and Hope may 
be personal possessions which a soul can keep to 
itself, but Love must come out in kindly deed or 
word, it cannot be hid. Faith and Hope generate 
Love ; there cannot be true Love without first having 
Faith. The supply pipe which goes up from my 
heart to God and connects me with Him is Faith. 
Through this channel flows His life into mine; 
believing on Christ is to fix my life on Him, and 
in doing so lam united to God. The bond of Unity 
which is faith is also the channel through which 
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God’s nature flows into a sinful life. Faith is the 
basin of the fountain, but the water which flows 
out of it is Love, whereby the wilderness and the 
solitary place are made to blossom as the rose. 
The basin does its work, but the water performs 
a spring-like ministry of freshness, life, and beauty. 
Faith is the root, Hope the stem, but Love is the 
branches and fruit. Faith is the corn of wheat, 
Hope the stalk, but Love is the golden grain which 
crowns the stalk and satisfies the world’s hunger. 
The greatest of these is Love. 

Love is the greatest working power, yielding 
continuous service. Think of our hospitals: the 
nurse goes from bed to bed in the ward during the 
night, giving the cup of cold water to the sick 
and dying; very likely she has Faith, but she has 
something more—Love. A mother has a wayward 
son; the ordinary man of Faith says he is a scamp 
and a scoundrel and so casts him off, but the 
mother prays and yearns over him, shelters him 
with the tenderest affection, and would give all she 
possesses to reclaim him; and why? because she 
loves him. The greatest of these is Love. Love 
holds out the hand of succour to the wayward and 
the fallen. Love is the good Samaritan who at 
all times pours oil and wine into the wounds of a 
defeated life. 

If Love can be active in doing good, it can also 
be still. Love suffereth long and is kind; it knows 
how to bear insult and scorn without retaliation. 
It is prepared to shed crystal tears in silence without 
the trace of revenge. The ambition of Love is to 
live a life of goodness without bragging in public 
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of its own virtue. Love vaunteth not itself. The 
characteristics of Love are that it “ Beareth, 
Hopeth, Endureth all things,’ and in addition, 
~“ Love never faileth.”’ These all define and suggest 
the religion of meditation and suffering. This is 
an age of aggressive service, and Love is magnified 
in sacrifice—we must admit that—and the cry is, 
“Give us practical religion.” Quite so, with the 
result that the Church, in her eagerness to help 
men, has forgotten an aspect of her life, that if 
we suffer we shall also reign with Him. 

Suffering is as great as serving. Love not only 
puts out her hand to help in a thousand ways, but is 
also prepared to endure and bear all things. Love 
quietly controls itself in a well-regulated life of 
patient endurance. It is sometimes easy to serve, 
either in preaching or teaching or the giving of 
money. Ah! and to doit with enthusiastic Faith ; 
but to suffer and say nothing surely is a lofty virtue. 
To live on without murmuring and without com- 
plaint is the life Love is prepared to live. It 
“ beareth,” “‘ believeth,” “‘hopeth,” ‘ endureth,” 
never “ faileth.”” Many Christian people are good 
“workers” but bad “‘ bearers.”” The least bit of 
adversity throws them into a state of gloom and 
discontent ; they forget that life has two sides, 
“being” and “‘ doing.” We are in this world not 
only to live and work for others, but also to suffer 
by Love. “ For unto you it is given in the behalf of 
Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer 
for His name’s sake.”” Love made visible in suffer- 
ing and service is life’s greatest force. 

Love is the Divine nature. God never exercises 
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Faith or gives expression to Hope. He knows all 
and sees all, everything that is or is to be cometh 
from Him. Faith and Hope are human attributes 
because of our need; we require our sins forgiven, 
and our hearts inspired day by day to prevent 
despair, but God needs no help of any kind, He 
has no sin. He is self-existent and pure. 

God is Love. His life or essence is Love. Faith 
and Hope belong to us, but Love is God. A new 
meaning then comes into the old words. ‘“‘ God 
sO LOVED the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” ‘‘ Herein is 
LOVE, not that we loved Him, but that He first 
loved us.” ‘‘ He that dwelleth in God dwelleth in 
LOVE, for Gop 1s LOVE.” 

“The greatest of these is Love.” Yes, that is 
so, but here is a fact worth remembering; it is 
not more permanent, because Paul tells us that 
they all three abide. ‘‘ Now ABIDETH Faith, Hope, 
and Love, these three.” Not only does Love abide, 
but Faith and Hope remain. When we come to 
think about them clearly this must be right. We 
are going to a state of spiritual life in the next world, 
where we shall always be dependent on God, 
and not to a material country; we are not to be 
God—our needs assuredly will be diversified, but 
we are bound to have wants which God will 
gladly supply. We may have better sight, but 
that will not take away the necessity of trust in 
God ; we shall always expect greater revelations of 
Him and His glory. We shall anticipate new 
visions of God in the next world as eagerly as we 
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- do here, and why not? Professor Godet says: 
‘The permanent essence of the creature is to have 
nothing of its own, to be eternally helpless and 
poor; every instant it must take possession of 
God by faith, which grasps the manifestations 
which He has already given, and by hope, which 
prepares to lay hold of His new manifestations. 
It is not once for all, it is CONTINUALLY that in 
eternity faith changes into vision, and hope into 
possession. These two virtues therefore abide, 
to live again increasingly.” A great controversy 
has gone on for years amongst expositors with 
regard to the word “ abide,”’ but one who can be 
trusted tells us it means an eternal continuance, 
or that which has a perpetual life. 

We now view these three forces, each in its proper 
place : the chief position belongs to Love, and we 
are delighted to give it the palm and the highest 
throne, but the other two, who have been our life- 
long friends in this world, shall be our companions 
in the next. All three abide with us for ever. 
Prophecy, knowledge, tongues, and other earthly 
things shall vanish away like mist before the morning 
sun, but these three shall remain as treasures to 
enrich our souls with all the riches of the Godhead. 
They are the most valuable possessions a man can 
have. Without these three we are poor and miser- 
able and blind, and lost to God. 

Sir Robert Ball, in a lecture given shortly before 
his death, spoke of the enormous cost of a pound 
of radium, and prophesied that it would prove to 
be one of the most important scientific discoveries 
ever made. 
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Radium arrests and heals some of the most virulent 
types of disease. What radium is in the natural 
world, Faith, Hope, and Love are in the spiritual, 
with this great difference: Faith, Hope, and Love 
can be had without money and without price. 
The man of the contrite and lowly heart can put 
out his empty hand and grasp these three stars of 
the morning which are destined to shine for ever and 
ever, and the most brilliant light is Love. 


CHAPTER II 
WHAT IS TRUE CHRISTIANITY ? 
or, “ THE IMITATION OF CHRIST ” 
“ Walk even as He walked.” —1 Joun ii. 6. 


T is my purpose in this Sermon to bring before 
your minds the person of Christ. I would 
like to imagine Him standing in the midst of this 
church in full view of all our eyes, and at the same 
time to ask you to concentrate your minds on what 
His teaching is, which has been left to us in the New 
Testament. True Christianity consists in putting 
into daily practice the virtues and demands of 
Christ. Of course, I speak particularly to the 
Christian who has been born again and knows Him 
first as Saviour. Look, then, at the great Founder 
of our religion and notice Him. 

As the Son of the most high God, He took upon 
Himself ordinary human flesh and blood; He was 
born of a woman and made under the law; He 
stooped down low enough, from the height of the 
Father’s Throne to the stable at Bethlehem. All 
through His simple life, lowliness was one out- 
standing feature of His character. He lived to 
spread this spirit among men; one day when the 
disciples had been quarrelling for place and power, 
you remember, after supper, He took a basin with 
water and, girding Himself with a towel, knelt down 
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and washed the feet of His followers, telling them 
to love one another and do the same kind of valuable 
service. Jesus’ humility was the secret of His con- 
tentment. How beautiful was His life! He never 
murmured against the conditions in which He was 
placed ; He fought a big battle against poverty ; 
hunger and weariness were His lot every day, insult 
was more common to Him than encouragement ; 
He was in a sense a homeless wanderer on His own 
created earth, for it was He who had made the very 
earth, and world, in which He was so very solitary. 
“‘ The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests ; but the Son of Man hath not where to lay His 
head.”” Despite these trying circumstances, how- 
ever, He was always at peace. The common social 
ambitions which cause so much heartburning and 
ill-will did not affect Him, for He was lowly in heart ; 
and how delightfully His teaching corresponds with 
His life. ‘‘ Blessed are the meek: for they shall 
inherit the earth.” ‘‘ He that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted.”” To every one who would be a 
true Christian, and a sincere follower of Christ, 
there comes from the New Testament and from 
Christ the one clear call: ‘‘ Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn of Me; for Iam meek and lowly in heart : 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls.”’ The path 
of lowliness is the way of peace. Life’s humblest 
position is the place of rest. 

Nor can the vain toil cease 

Till in the shadowy maze of life we meet 

One who can guide our aching wayward feet 

To find Himself, our Way, our Life, our Peace. 


In Him the long unrest is soothed and stilled, 
Our hearts are filled. 
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The next feature in true Christianity is love of 
service. When only twelve years of age, Christ 
began His Father’s business and carried it on with 
untiring energy; one of His great sayings is, “I 
must work,’ and what an enthusiastic labourer 
He was, at it night and day! As a Son He might 
have claimed exemption, but He chose instead a 
life of redeeming service. When He met a blind 
man He at once gave him new eyes, when He met 
a lame man He made him leap and walk like a 
roe or a young hart. To the hungry He gave 
bread ; He clothed the naked, and made the widow’s 
heart to sing for joy; the poor were His continual 
care, and weak little children He folded to His 
heart. He gave lavishly to the world, certainly 
not in money, but in prayer, in love, in strength. 
Nothing seemed to retard Him in His work; with 
most of us, we serve God if we are in the mood. 
How often we allow God’s holy service to suffer, 
because we think some one has offended us! If 
Christ had laid down the plough every time He could 
not get His own way, there would have been no 
Kingdom of God. Christ was always in the humour 
for service, and no adverse circumstances broke in 
upon His devotion to the Father ; it was His con- 
stant delight to do the Father’s will. If any one 
was in difficulty, Christ was ever ready to lend a 
helping hand ; if any one was passing through dark 
days, Christ was ever ready to flash the light of His 
sympathy upon such a life and dispel the gloom. 
Christ’s great aim was to give all He could to make 
life easier for men, asking no return but the love 
of grateful hearts. God’s great purpose was to 
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give His Son, so that through Him all who believe 
might be saved. Many examples of noble sacrifice 
are to be found in the history of the late Great War, 
but let us go a little further back. In the black 
week of mid-December 1899, when our country 
was passing through dreary days because of the 
Boer War, money was growing scarce and fresh 
men were hard to get, a gentleman in Northumber- 
land wrote to Earl Grey, saying: “I will give 
£1000, a horse, and my son.” The offer was 
accepted, and soon, from that beginning, a company 
of Imperial Yeomanry was sent out from England 
to South Africa. You see, that gentleman was 
willing to give his son, and the son was agreeable 
to serve the best interests of his country. So it is 
with God: He has given His well-beloved to the 
world in order to save it; to this end Christ came 
forth, living a life of generous service and dying 
a death of noblest self-sacrifice. Generosity in 
service is one of the features of a true Christian. 
To be a follower of Christ means that a man must 
give the best he can. You remember the picture 
of judgment by works in the Gospels. Those on 
the right hand were there because they had given 
the cup of cold water to the thirsty and clothes to 
the naked, as well as having visited the prisoners, 
the sick, and the poor. Those on the left hand were 
there because they had neglected to do such good 
works. We are justified by faith, that is a great 
and comforting truth, but then there is the other 
and equally important fact, ‘“‘ faith without works 
is dead.” To rest only on faith and do nothing 
and give little is sure damnation. To repose on 
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_ good works meets the same reward on the Judgment 
Day, but to have both together, faith and works, 
aman is safe. I plead now for works; give your 
money, give your prayers, give yourself, give your 
service as freely as Christ did, and you will share 
the same reward as He now enjoys. 

Another feature in true Christianity is being able 
to bear reproach. If ever any man was insulted 
it was Christ, and, strange to say, He was never 
irritated and never upset ; He seemed to live free 
from angry passion, having His nature at all times 
under control. He is the perfect example of how 
a man may govern himself. Very likely you re- 
member that on a certain day when Jesus was 
preaching to a crowd of people, the Pharisees made 
a veiled attack upon His lowliness of birth. They 
said, “‘ He is no prophet, He comes from the despised 
village of Nazareth, His mother is a poor woman, 
and His father is only a poor carpenter’; and when 
they saw Him friendly with publicans and sinners, 
they said, ‘‘ He is as bad as they are—why, He is 
a glutton and a wine-bibber.” They depreciated 
His parents and made a gross and cruel attack 
upon His spotless character. When the authorities 
arrested Him, they accused Him of being a blas- 
phemer and a revolutionist of the worst kind; 
they blamed Him for creating a secret plot to throw 
down the Temple, the great stronghold'of the Jewish 
religion, but He answered them nothing ; when He 
was reviled, He reviled not again. I grant you 
there is a guilty silence, and may God save any 
one of us from that, but there is the true silence 
of the noble soul that can bear reproach and keep 
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the mouth closed. Christ endured, Christ bore, 
Christ suffered reproach without a murmur. A true 
Christian may have the arrows of slander shot 
thick and fast at his life, but like Christ he is silent, 
the bullets of insult may penetrate his soul, producing 
an agony of pain, but he never cries out. The 
waves of insinuation may break upon his character 
with a lightning rapidity and thunderous crash, 
but he stands out like a gigantic silent rock in mid- 
ocean, unmoved but victorious in the storm. “ If 
ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are 
ye; for the Spirit of Glory and of God resteth upon 
you: on their part He is evilly spoken of, but 
on your part He is glorified.” 

Another feature in true Christianity is readiness 
to forgive. Christ harboured no malice in His 
heart. His sufferings never made Him harsh or 
unkind; the fair flower of sympathy bloomed 
in His great soul during all His earthly life; no 
frost of insult seemed to nip it or destroy its beauty. 
When His enemies took up stones to stone Him, 
instead of throwing another in return, He quietly 
moved off to another place, out of reach of His 
accusers. The story of the last few days of His 
life is fresh in all our minds. You remember the 
humiliating treatment He had: the soldiers spat 
in His face, then by and by slapped His cheek with 
the palms of their hands; they lashed His back 
until His blood stained the floor of the Judgment 
Hall; they led Him out, wearing a crown of thorns, 
which had been placed on His sacred head in 
mockery ; then they nailed Him to the Cross : but 
amidst all this cruelty, His love remained as big 
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-as ever. He loved the men that made the crown of 
thorns, He loved the men who drove the nails 
through His feet, He loved the mocking crowd which 
cried, ‘‘ Away with Him, crucify Him!” In proof 
of this, as He hung dying upon the Cross, He prayed 
the memorable prayer, ‘‘ Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do.” <A magnificent 
illustration of His own teaching, that men ought 
to forgive one another until seventy times seven. 
I finish, then, for to-night by saying that a forgiving 
spirit is one of the outstanding characteristics of a 
Christian life. Christ never carried a sword up His 
sleeve to plunge into an enemy at the first oppor- 
tunity. He truly forgave, He freely forgave. 

The man who can forgive is most like God. “I 
can forgive but I cannot forget,” is only another 
way of saying, “I will not forgive.” If you cannot 
forgive, how do you expect forgiveness from God ? 
‘You sin against Him every day, and you find 
continual pardon. Now then, surely you can 
forgive your brother for any supposed or real in- 
jury ; what God gives you, surely you can do the 
same towards your brother. “A forgiveness ought 
to be like a cancelled note, torn in two and burned 
up, so that it can never be shown against the man.” 
Revenge is never sweet ; it is the bitterest plant 
in all our social life. Revenge is as cruel as the 
grave—in fact, it helps to fill the cemetery. Re- 
venge is the mark of a small mean soul and a little 
mind. God save us from it, and ever give us the 
merciful spirit of Christ, which is the inmate of 
a large heart, and the manifestation of a noble 
manhood. 
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Revenge is a naked sword, 

It has neither hilt nor guard— 

Wouldst thou wield this brand of the Lord ? 
Is thy grasp, then, firm and hard ? 


But the closer the clutch of the blade, 
The deadlier blow thou wouldst deal ; 
Deeper wound in the hand is made— 
It is thy blood reddens the steel ! 


And when thou hast dealt the blow, 
When the blade from thy hand has flown, 
Instead of the heart of the foe, 

Thou mayst find it sheathed in thine own, 


CHAPTER III 
A WOMAN’S GREATEST FAULT 


(For Youne WoMEn) 


“Rise up, ye women that are at ease.’’—ISA. xxxii. 9. 


N the third chapter of Isaiah, you will notice 
that Isaiah was rather hard in his language 
upon women. He describes in the most sarcastic 
vein the way in which the women of his day were 
given to elaborate dressing, he outlines the various 
parts of their clothing in minute detail, and at the 
same time tells us how they wink with their eyes 
and affect a light skipping and tripping kind of 
walk. 

Isaiah there speaks as a young man of twenty 
years of age, who looks merely at the surface of 
female life, but here in chapter xxxii. he is a man 
of nearly sixty years old, and speaks to women out 
of a more mature experience. He passes by the 
superficial in clothing, and penetrates to the moral 
life of the soul. 

He could see that a large section of the women 
in the city of Jerusalem was indifferent to the 
higher claims of God; they went on day by day 
enjoying themselves, living in ease, not troubling 

9 


20 LIFE’S GREATEST FORCES 


their minds concerning the future. They found the 
present pleasant, and that was quite sufficient. 

Thoughtlessness was their besetting sin. 

“ Rise up, ye women that are at ease.” Dr. 
Cheyne suggests, in reference to this passage of 
Scripture, that perhaps Isaiah was addressing a 
number of women congregated at some certain 
spot in the city; the prophet being struck by 
their frivolous indifference to the spiritual life of 
the town, as well as their own eternal good, tries 
to arrest and arouse them from such a sinful but 
pleasant state. 

The verb ‘‘rise up” has in it the suggestive 
figure of a divan or large sofa. Such articles of 
furniture were common in every Oriental home. 

The picture, then, is that of a nobleman’s wife 
or daughters, sitting at ease or lounging lazily on 
a luxurious couch, enjoying a false restfulness 
which tends to close the mind and make it totally 
indifferent to the needs and claims of daily life. 
The word “‘ ease ’’ is elsewhere rendered “ restful,” 
and appears both in a good and bad sense, as, for 
instance, in verse 18, ‘“‘ My people shall dwell in 
quiet resting-places ’’; and Isaiah is never tired all 
through this book of saying, “in QUIETNESS and 
confidence shall be your strength,” one of his 
messages which is ever sweet to the devout heart. 

The word “ease’”’ here, which is just the same, 
is used concerning the spirit of indulgence which 
Isaiah saw so prevalent in Jerusalem, and gives 
us this hint concerning the lives of all, and par- 
ticularly women—that our virtues may become 
our vices, virtue in excess may end in vice. A 
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man’s glory is his strength, but if carried too far 
may become the most awful weakness. 

A woman’s greatest virtue lies in her inherent 
love of repose and trust. 

She can be calm and restful amid the most trying 
circumstances, and conquer them by a magnificent 
spirit of trust, but here is a danger a woman has 
to guard against. 

Repose, when carried too far, becomes laziness. 
Too much trust has made many a woman burn 
with hate and wring her hands in agony in after 
years. Too much trust has marred and blighted 
her life for ever. 

But coming back to our original idea of repose, 
I would say further that rest, indulged in, may 
become sinful ease, and will tend to make us 
oblivious of life’s responsibilities and needs. Good 
people degenerate as well as bad. A woman, 
if she is not careful, will find all kinds of excuses 
for neglect of duty, believing in her heart that 
her pleas are genuine and ought to carry weight. 

The want of inclination among people brought 
up in Christian homes is often covered up by the 
cloak of physical inability. Thousands of good 
women suffer from this moral malady, and imagine 
it to be a bodily ailment. What a terrible disease 
is love of ease! It makes a woman self-centred, 
indifferent, irresponsible, and moving in a little 
sphere where she is all the while limiting her own 
powers of progression. 

The old Jerusalem sin of thoughtlessness still 
lives, moves, and has its being in our midst. 
Thoughtlessness degrades a woman, because it 
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produces a form of unthinking neglect ; who is 
more careless about others than the lover of ease ? 
She will trample any one under foot, if by so doing 
it will minister to her comfort ; she will shirk respon- 
sibility without a qualm of conscience, if it be likely 
to entail much bodily strain or expenditure of 
moral effort. 

Isaiah told the women of his day that there was 
a time close at hand when there would be no vintage, 
no wheat crop, no produce of any kind from the 
fields, and very likely famine, but they paid no 
attention to his intense pleadings for a more 
thoughtful life. 

They lived just like one of the lower animals. 
They ate and slept, and took no thought for the 
morrow. 

The prophet Amos (as quoted by Dr. George 
Adam Smith), who was contemporary with Isaiah, 
compares the women of Samaria, in their un- 
thinking state, to a herd of cows feeding in the 
meadow. It is a rough-and-ready picture, but 
Amos, as a cowherd, thought in conjunction with 
his surroundings. 

You can see it to-day in almost any country 
lane : a cow treads under foot the ferns, the blue- 
bells, or the daisies, in search of a mouthful of grass. 

Thoughtless women are just the same in un- 
thinking moods: they tread beneath their self- 
indulgence some of life’s fairest and tenderest 
flowers. Thoughtless women are cruel and selfish, 
they are indifferent to suffering, and will tell you 
without hesitation they cannot be bothered with 
sickly people. 
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Thoughtlessness, when joined to luxury or beauty, 
plays with cruel weapons. 

Their eyes are closed or dimmed, so that it seems 
almost impossible for them to see the higher and 
nobler things of life ; the lives of many are fed by 
the strange food of posing to men, hours are often 
spent in private getting ready for the occasion, 
and some are not particular whether a man is 
married or single ; they delight to assume a certain 
attitude, which they hope will produce admiration 
as the effect. On the promenade at the seaside 
she may be seen, or in the gay resort of the city 
you will find her seeking for the silent applause and 
appreciation of the male sex. 

I would not like to say this young woman is 
bad, I do not think she is, but her method of living 
is degrading to all that is noblest in a woman’s 
life. 

If you were to go into the homes of such you 
would find the mother lamenting how little the 
daughter lives in the house, how little she knows 
about domestic affairs, and how little she cares 
for the sacredness of family life. She is altogether 
indifferent and neglectful of that which constitutes 
a true life. Thoughtlessness is the bane of many 
of our young women of to-day; it may make a 
body beautiful with external decoration, but it 
clothes a soul in rags. © 

Thoughtfulness ushers in a summer of sacrifice 
and gilds the winter with love. A child had a 
beautiful canary bird. From morning till night 
it sang, and its song filled all the house. But the 
child’s mother was ill—so ill, that even the song 


24 LIFE’S GREATEST FORCES | 


of the bird, which to the boy was such delicious 
music, disturbed and distressed her. He put it 
into a part of the house as far away as possible 
from the sick-room, thinking that the sound could 
not reach the mother’s ears. But the shrill singing 
still came into the room, and pained the weak 
invalid. 

One morning, as the child stood holding his 
mother’s hand, the bird began to sing, and the 
notes came into the chamber very faintly, and 
as he watched the sufferer’s face he saw an ex- 
pression of pain sweep over it. She said nothing, 
but the boy needed no words to tell him that the 
bird’s singing was distressing her. 

“Tt is no music to me,” he said, “if it pains my 
mother.’”’ So he took the cage, and carrying it 
away, gave the bird to a friend. 

“But you loved the bird?” his mother said, 
when she had learned what he had done. 

“ Yes,” he replied, ‘‘ but I love you more.” 

Thoughtlessness is the creator of pain, but 
thoughtfulness banishes and annihilates sorrow. 

Thoughtfulness is the sunlight which radiates 
from a noble life, enriching and beautifying the 
world, but thoughtlessness is a devouring, desolat- 
ing fire, which emanates from a life of neglect 
and self-centred indifference. 

A woman is gracious as she is thoughtful. 
Thoughtlessness spoils and mars the picture of 
a life, but thoughtfulness illumines and beautifies 
the canvas. 

Martha was a good woman. She was a splendid 
housekeeper, and an excellent cook, but Martha 
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made one mistake, she accused the Lord Jesus of 
carelessness, and this one error, committed thought- 
lessly, has been a black spot ever since upon her 
character. Her sister Mary, on the other hand, 
sat at Jesus’ feet filling her heart and life with the 
stream of truth which poured from the lips of 
Christ. It was not the repose of laziness, but the 
rest of a great opportunity, and she seized the 
chance in all its fulness, for it was not likely 
to occur again. The very picture of a thoughtful 
life ! 

The Parable of the Ten Virgins illustrates the 
same truth. Five were wise and five were foolish : 
two kinds, thoughtful and thoughtless. The latter 
took a little oil in their lamps, making no provision 
for possible delay on the part of the bridegroom, 
whereas the former surveyed the position seriously 
and made provision for a possible emergency, so 
that when the unexpected happened they were 
fully prepared for the occasion. 

Thoughtful anxiety saved their souls, and no 
woman will ever find salvation unless she is intensely 
concerned about finding Christ. Indifferent people 
never find Christ, they do not feel their need of 
Him. ‘‘ Am I saved from sin?” ‘“‘ Have I come 
in contact with Christ through His atoning sacrifice 
and shed blood?” ‘‘ Have I seen Him hanging 
on the Cross for me ? ”’ should be some of the great 
questions a woman should ask herself. Do you 
know that your life is beautiful only as it is lived 
in fellowship with Him ? 

I am never particular as to what kind of 
clothes a woman wears. I try to find out—has 
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‘she a blood-washed soul, white with the virtues 
of patience and love, and filled with ambitions to 
be like Christ ? That is the thing that matters. 

Speaking for men of character and those who 
possess high ideals as to what is true and lovely 
in the opposite sex, such men are not influenced 
in the slightest by the sight of the heavily dressed, 
perfumed, and bejewelled woman. The majority 
of such men have a horror of the person who 
makes it her aim to be a leader of fashion. A 
good and true man looks for a woman with a 
soul, and if he gets that, he finds a treasure far 
above rubies. 

A woman may be clever, well connected, belong 
to a smart set, and even be rich, but these are 
all minor accomplishments ; the chief thing is, has 
she been born again, and received the baptism of 
new life from on high ? 

We never ask what kind of clothes did Harriet — 
Beecher Stowe wear. No, certainly not; it is too 
trivial. We think of her as a woman with a great 
soul. We make no inquiry as to how Miss Havergal 
was Clad. No, certainly not ; it is too insignificant 
a question. We remember her loving heart and 
generous life. Come then, young woman, and give 
up your superficial life, give up the vain senti- 
ment of posing for admiration, take your stand by 
the side of man; every true man is your brother, 
and you are his sister. If you welcome him he will 
welcome you, and thus, hand in hand, women will 
take a serious part in the redemption of the 
world. 


Thank God, many noble women are to-day 
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_ living seriously and thoughtfully. What a blessing 
they are to the race ! 

They are the flowers which make our churches 
fragrant, they are fountains of divine inspiration 
to tired men. What a heaven-sent blessing is a 
good wife! She is her husband’s stay in his hour 
of weakness, his lamp of light when the way is dark 
and rough, the Angel of God in every Gethsemane. 

The New Testament has brief outlines of the 
lives of many gracious women. They live through 
all the years, and are present with us at every 
service. Good women never die. 

The Syro-Phcenician woman came to Christ 
and argued with Him, not for herself, but for her 
daughter, until the request was granted. This 
woman was a heroine, and her name is enrolled 
as such in the records of the New Testament ; 
and why ? because she was thoughtful. 

The Samaritan woman who came to draw water, 
and found the living water in Christ, went back 
to the village and brought out her comrades to 
the same Saviour. Although once bad, she has 
gained a name among noble women that still lives ; 
and why ? because she was thoughtful. 

But amongst all the women of the Bible I think 
the mother of Christ occupies the first place. She 
was a prophetess and a poetess. The song she 
has written is perhaps the sweetest ever produced 
by a woman. 

Christ was so noble that I am quite certain He 
is pleased with me when I say He had a beautiful 
mother, although she was quite poor. 

There is a glimpse you get of her character after 
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Christ was born. You remember the shepherds 
came to her and sang the praises of her Divine 
Son, how that He was the Saviour of the world. 
Mary, however, was not too much elated. ‘She 
kept all these things, and pondered them in her 
heart.” 

So there you have one of your sisters, poor and 
obscure, called to occupy for all time the first 
position in the history of women, and from genera- 
tion to generation fresh, simple, and beautiful— 
the glory and example of a thoughtful life. She 
had a soul. 


CHAPTER IV 
JESUS, THE GREAT TEACHER 


“ Rabbi, we know that Thou art a teacher come from God.””— 
JOuN iii. 2. 


NY one who excelled amongst the Jews as 
a teacher was called a Rabbi. This title 
was applied to John the Baptist. They looked 
upon him as a teacher. The two disciples in John 
i. 38 applied the same titie to Jesus Christ: “ They 
said unto Him, Rabbi, where dwellest Thou?’”’ And 
Nathanael, when he met Jesus Christ for the first 
time, said to Him, “ Rabbi, Thou art the Son of 
God; Thou art the King of Israel.’”’ Nicodemus, 
in the third chapter of John, applies the same name 
to the Lord Jesus. Nicodemus was astounded at 
the teaching of Christ. He said, “ Rabbi, we know 
that Thou art a teacher come from God, for no man 
can do these miracles that Thou doest except God 
be with him.” Let us this morning, for a short 
time, gather round this great Rabbi and Teacher, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. And as we gather round 
His feet may the Holy Ghost help us in our 
meditation. 

We notice first of all that Christ as a Teacher 
taught men in all moods. He never had a prearranged 
meeting. We have announced a number of meet- 

29 


30 LIFE’S GREATEST FORCES 


ings for this week, but nothing of this kind ever 
happened with our Lord. 

From the first day He started His ministry until 
He died, He took men as He found them, and so 
was constantly on duty. The physical as well as the 
spiritual strain must have been very heavy. Look 
at His life as you find it set forth in the New 
Testament. 

For instance, it was His habit to join in the wor- 
ship of the synagogue and meet men in their devout 
moods. On one memorable occasion He went into 
the synagogue at Nazareth and took the book 
from the minister and began to read the prophetic 
words of Isaiah concerning the Messiah: “ The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He hath 
anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; He 
hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight 
to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 
to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” 

As He finished reading these words all eyes in the 
synagogue were fixed upon Him, and that day 
Scripture was fulfilled; He proclaimed Himself 
to be the long-looked-for Messiah. 

Shortly after this incident, which created fierce 
opposition, we see our Lord in quite another capacity, 
as one of the chief guests at a wedding, entering into 
the social joys of the people. Here He performed His 
first miracle by turning water into wine, and showed 
forth His glory. But if our Lord rejoiced with 
those who did rejoice, He could also weep with those 
who wept, and so we find Him in the home of 
Martha and Mary when it was darkened by the 
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sorrow of bereavement, and in His great compassion 
He raised their brother from the dead. 

The common experiences of men were also of 
profound interest to Him. He made it His business 
to meet them at their daily work, so as to offer 
encouragement in the struggle for a living. You 
are all more or less familiar with the incident on 
the shores of Galilee, when our Lord met the disciples 
after a night of fruitless toil, when, as they said, 
“We have toiled all night and have taken nothing ”’ ; 
but immediately they obeyed Him, their boats 
were soon filled with a great draught of fishes, and 
the miracle produced in Peter’s mind a vision of the 
glory of the Son of God. Our Lord made it His 
business to fit into all the moods and experiences 
of human life. His intellectual power, His great 
moral qualities and perfection of character did not 
make Him exclusive. He was always accessible, 
His culture did not cut Him off from men; the 
ignorant found in Him a patient teacher, and dis- 
appointed people found in Him one who could give 
them good cheer and fresh hope. The bereaved 
found in Him one who had with them a deep affec- 
tionate sympathy with their sorrow, and people full 
of joy found in Him one that could share their 
gladness and intensify the sweetness of their social 
life. The sinner found in Him a Saviour. 

He lived and taught among the people, by the 
wayside, in the market-place, in the synagogue, and 
in the home. Jesus had a straightforward and 
unaffected style. 

He was perfectly natural. He wanted to preach 
so as to be understood by a little child. ‘‘ Except,” 
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He said, ‘‘ you become as a little child, you can in 
no wise enter the kingdom of heaven.” Jesus 
had no oratorical tricks. As a rule Jesus sat in 
the midst. When He preached His great Sermon 
on the Mount we read, “‘ And when He was set.” 
He simply sat down. Again, when He came to the 
Lord’s Supper to give them the memorial feast, 
He did not stand and talk to them, but He sat 
down with the Twelve. When He was being 
arrested, He said, ‘‘ Why do you come to arrest Me? 
I am no fighting man; I am a quiet, peace-loving, 
and law-abiding citizen.” “I sat daily with you 
teaching in the Temple. I did not bring an armed 
band against the throne of Herod or of Cesar. 
I taught you concerning My Kingdom.” We read 
on one important occasion He altered His position, 
for a few minutes: “ Jesus stood up and cried, He 
that believeth on Me, believeth not only on Me, but 
on Him that sent Me’’; and after the Lord had 
cried out’ with great passion His thrilling message, 
He sat down again. 

It was not the twentieth-century way of preach- 
ing. He was perfectly natural in all He did. He 
simply proclaimed His message, and left all oratori- 
cal tricks out of the question; and the beautiful 
part about it was that although He was perfectly 
natural He never lost His dignity. Some men think 
that if they are natural they lose their dignity. 
But look at the life of Jesus. Although one of us 
and one with us, there is a lofty grandeur about 
His personality ; before such a Presence we bow 
in lowly admiration, saying, Holy, Holy, is the Lord 
God Almighty. There is with the Lord Jesus Christ 
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no sign of the modern aristocrat. His addresses 
were never studied—marvellous Christ |—He spoke 
right out at the moment, and was often taken to 
task by the Pharisees. He was frequently in a 
tight place, but He never looks so, does He? 
Whatever He wants to say He simply says it, with- 
out affectation, without any force or any pressure. 
His words are as soft as sunlight. Nothing forced, 
nothing mechanical in the Christ. He reminds 
you of a stream or a spring in the desert. All is 
sandy and dry and dusty round about, but up 
gushes the little spring, bubbling full and fresh and 
free. So was it with the splendid utterances of the 
Son of God. His utterances welled up out of the 
deeps of His life. He was wisdom; He was truth ; 
He was oratory; He was everything, and being 
everything good and noble, He was so in the most 
unaffected, straightforward, loving fashion. 

Jesus’ teaching enlarged the vision of men. It 
is a strange thing that such simple teaching should 
have had so great and lasting an effect on the lives 
of men. For the Jew was a narrow-minded man. 
He had a little country with a great history; en- 
joyed great privileges; was the son of Abraham ; 
and never was in bondage to any man. He prided 
himself upon the fact that he belonged to God, 
and that his country was a special country upon 
which God smiled perpetually. But when you come 
to the teaching of Jesus Christ, you find that His 
great Sermon on the Mount was an expander of 
views. Who are the children of God? The Jew? 
Oh, more than the Jew. ‘“‘ Blessed are the poor 
in spirit: for theirs is the Kingdom of God.” 
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‘“‘ Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the 
earth.” ‘‘ Blessed are they which do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness : for they shall be filled.” 
“‘ Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain 
mercy.” “‘ Blessed are the pure in heart : for they 
shall see God.’”’ These are the children of God. 
We often say, “‘ Blessed is the man that has plenty 
of money.” “‘ Blessed is the man that has no care.” 
“‘ Blessed is he that is well spoken of.” These are 
the human beatitudes; these are of the earth, 
earthy. Jesus revolutionises all these things when 
He says: ‘‘ Blessed are the poor; blessed are the 
merciful ; the pure in heart ; the peacemakers” ; 
and, above all, ‘‘ Blessed are they that are persecuted 
for righteousness’ sake.’ Strange teaching is this 
of Jesus! How can a man be happy when he 
is persecuted? A man may be happy when the 
world goes well with him. But Jesus says: 
‘* Blessed is the man that is persecuted. That man 
is happy.” These, then, are the children of God. 
The pure-hearted are God’s children; the gentle 
who are born again by the Spirit of God—all are 
the children of God. How far-reaching, then, 
becomes the teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ ! 
It gives to you and to me a great sense of 
responsibility. 

“Blessed are the merciful.” If we are merciful 
towards our brother, then are we happy; if our 
brother is merciful towards us, then is he happy. 
And the responsibility goes further: unless a man 
is pure in heart he cannot be happy. 

Through the Sermon on the Mount the children 
of God realise their liability concerning their fellow- 
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men and their responsibility concerning their own 
souls. This teaching was brought in by Jesus 
Christ, religion before Him being limited and narrow. 
T. G. Selby, in his book, The Ministry of the Lord 
Jesus, on page 10, says: “In the Sermon on the 
Mount He seeks to give to the shrivelled moral 
sense of the Jew a wider range of activity and 
obligation ; the conscience which had hitherto been 
parochial, He makes catholic and cosmopolitan.” 
The man who was absorbed in his little nation 
takes a look out upon other nations. The man 
who was thinking of his own little self began to 
think: “I have a brother, I must in all duty look 
after my brother.’”’ Jesus found religious life one 
small room, and He made it into a great big hall ; 
He entered the small room and simply opened His 
arms and it grew in size. Jesus found religious life 
a little field of a few acres; He looked upon it and 
it began to expand until it became an estate as big 
as the world. Jesus found religious life a little 
denomination, and men were wrapped up in it. 
But He said: “ The Kingdom of God is universal ; 
and the Kingdom of God being universal, the in- 
dividual soul carries with it a universal obligation.” 
If Jesus Christ expands men’s views, how are our 
views to be expanded? As a Church we want a 
larger conception of our obligations to the city 
and to the world lying beyond. As an individual 
you want a sense of your obligation to your brother. 
I am not to be wrapped up too much in my self 
or in my home. You are not to be wrapped up 
too much in your own concerns and forget your 
brother. If we are, we are neglecting the Spirit 
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of the Christ. We want, as far as lies in our power, 
to look at the expansive life of the Lord Jesus, and 
by the help of God, although it is sometimes very 
difficult and against the grain, to expand our views. 
Jesus came and found religious life a tiny seed, and 
He made it a mighty tree ; He found religious life 
a little stream, but He made it a great, broad river— 
the river of Life. Jesus found life altogether very 
limited and very narrow; but what does He say? 
‘““T am come that they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly—a great flow 
of life ; I am come that they might have an expan- 
sive vision concerning their brother men.” 

I do not wish to make the matter personal, but 
you see my great principle: that if a man loves 
Jesus Christ, and Christ has come into his life, 
then Jesus gives him expansive views of the world 
and a greater sense of individual obligation. And 
now for my last point concerning Jesus Christ, the 
teacher. I notice, in the fourth place, that Jesus 
Christ was gracious in utterance. 

“‘ And all bare Him witness, and wondered at the 
gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth.” 
His lips were like lilies, dropping sweet-smelling 
myrrh. Wherever Jesus went He dropped pearls 
of comfort all along the way. Look at Him in 
the New Testament concerning His utterance. In 
Matt. ix. 22, you remember, a poor woman came 
near Him and touched the hem of His garment ; 
and having done so, she fell at His feet afraid. 
What did He say? “ Daughter, be of good com- 
fort ; thy faith hath made thee whole.” 

One day He turned and looked on the little 
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company who had followed Him, and said, ‘“ Fear 
not, little flock ; for it is your Father’s good pleasure 
to give you the Kingdom. You are poor, a small 
band of warriors; but you are destined to move 
the world. Be encouraged, fear not, you will one 
day usher in the Kingdom.’’ How encouraging 
and how sympathetic Jesus was in His utterances ! 
Look at Him again, when He deals with little 
children. Was there ever a kinder man dealt with 
children than Christ ? Some people think that if 
you are kind to children there must be a weakness 
somewhere in your nature. The disciples of old 
said: ‘‘ Get away, you children, and do not come 
near the Master.” But He said: ‘‘ Come here, my 
boy, I want to talk to you.” And He lifted him 
up and pressed him to His great heart, and said, 
** Suffer little children to come unto Me, and forbid 
them not, for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” 
And shall we not love children? I believe the day 
Jesus put His hand upon the boy’s head the deed 
was never forgotten. I believe that if we, with the 
love of Christ in our hearts, implant a kiss upon the 
cheek of a little child, he will never forget it. When 
that child, referred to in the chapter, came to years 
of understanding, that one touch of Christ upon his 
life was like a seed in the garden; it grew up into 
a beautiful blossom of memory. A boy or girl 
never can forget your love or mine if we have the 
spirit of Christ. Suffer, then, the little children. 
Bring them all to Christ, for Christ loves all children 
with a passionate love. What more shall I say 
concerning the tender utterances of Jesus? He 
becomes even more tender as He gets near the close 
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of His earthly life. His words become rich and soft 
as velvet. They become like downy cushions, 
upon which men can lay their weary heads. 

We read in John xiv. r: “ Let not your heart 
be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in 
Me.” Were there ever words like those spoken 
by any other teacher? The business man in his 
office, when the commercial struggle has been 
great, may hear the still small voice saying, “ Let 
not your heart be troubled.’’ And it is heard in 
the stillness of the night by the mother watching by 
the bedside of her dying child. It is my sad lot 
at times to minister tothe dying. I always go when 
the call comes. If it is midnight I go. When I 
go to see a man die I have only one book, and, as a 
rule, I have only one message. I read the golden 
words to the man lying in the shadow of death: 
“Let not your heart be troubled’”’; and the 
dim eyes and the weary countenance light up with 
the radiance of God, he lays his head down on 
the pillow and beautifully falls asleep. One writer 
says : ‘‘ When I come to die, sing me the old sweet 
lullaby, ‘Let not your heart be_ troubled,’ 
and I shall lay my head down and go to rest.” And 
when I am anxious and wearied with the cares of 
life, sing me the same old sweet song, and then the 
tempest swells no more; then a calm settles down 
upon the deeps, the mighty deeps of my inner life. 
There comes a calm like the calm on the sea of glass 
before the Throne, a calm that comes from the 
voice of the greatest Teacher: “Let not your 
heart be troubled ; ye believe in God, believe also 
in Me.” Is there a troubled heart in the building 
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to-day ? I shall not wait until you come near the 
valley of the shadow. But I want this morning, 
in the words of my Master, and, I hope, with the 
heart of my Master, to sa.” to you in the old but 
sweet and beautiful words, “Let not your heart 
be troubled : ye believe in God, believe also in Me.” 
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CHAPTER V 
HOPE ON, HOPE EVER 


“That ye may abound in Hope.’’—Rom. xv. 13. 


T this thirteenth verse the doctrinal teaching 

of the epistle before us comes to a close, 

and Paul finishes up with a beautiful benediction : 
“ Now the God of Hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, that ye may abound in Hope, 
through the power of the Holy Ghost.” In the 
same way as you would conclude a letter to a 
personal friend and wish him prosperity or good 
health, in like manner does Paul pray for the 
believers of the Roman Church, that they may 
abound in joy, peace, and hope, through the Holy 
Ghost. The latter virtue is the one I desire to 
speak about this morning: ‘‘ That ye may abound 
in Hope.”’ The word “ abound ”’ signifies to over- 
flow, and suggests a river in flood whose waters 
are in such volume as to overrun its banks into the 
adjoining meadow. It gives the idea of a super- 
abundance of Hope, and therewith the topic of 
“taking hopeful views of life.” Notice, then, 
salvation comes through Hope. In chapter viii. 
of this same epistle there is much gloom because 
of sin in nature, sin in man, and the Spirit inter- 


ceding on behalf of the sinner. Nature groans, 
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man groans, the Spirit groans, and darkness seems 
to reign, but amid the blackness the light begins 
to break, for the Apostle writes : ‘‘ We are saved by 
Hope.” The explanation of the phrase, I take it, 
is this, “‘ We were saved in Hope,” which is the 
actual reading as set forth by Dr. Moule. Hope is 
the atmosphere in which the saved soul should live. 
Hope is the light in which the saved soul should 
walk. Faith is the root, the tree, the branch, but 
Hope is the light and air by which these are 
nourished. Souls are saved by faith, but lives are 
saved by Hope. Thousands of Christians know 
what it is to have salvation by faith, but a fuller 
life is the wish of Paul that they may abound in 
Hope. You may call it enlarged faith if you like, 
which it sometimes is, but Paul calls it Hope. 
To have this additional gift is the secret of aggressive 
enterprise and the power for successful living. A 
discontented Christian always has faith, but little 
Hope. A despondent believer has faith, and by 
the grace of God will be in heaven, but he has 
little Hope, and consequently his life is a poor, 
weak, grumbling thing. Hopeful men, as a rule, 
are successful in business. Hopeful Christians 
are the energetic, cheery-hearted sons of God. 
The gift we need, then, in addition to our faith, 
is Hope. Hope is the oil which makes the face - 
to shine with gladness and the eye to flash with 
the light of vigorous activity. You have some- 
times seen a motor-car draw up at a shop door ; 
in a few minutes a man appears with a can filled 
with petrol, and pours it into the empty cistern of 
the car. In a short time the car glides gaily off 
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along the road, to the driver’s delight, with renewed 
speed. The petrol is the moving force. Hope is 
the heavenly petrol which gives to us the driving 
‘power in life. ‘“‘ Wherefore gird up the loins of your 
mind, be sober, and hope to the end.” 

Hope gives strength for present duty. We all 
have our different callings in life. There are those 
who do the ordinary service of keeping a home; 
some are engaged in warehouse or office; others 
stand at the bench and earn their daily bread. 
Whatever our vocation may be, we are either stimu- 
lated or hindered by the views we take of the future. 
If our outlook on life is gloomy then we are filled 
with fear and our efforts ‘“‘ in the to-day ” are void 
of strength. The future may so throw its imaginary 
shadow on the present as to unman and unnerve 
us for present duty ; but if, on the other hand, we 
abound in Hope and believe in a bright future, 
we are energetic and persevering. I hate to meet 
a gloomy man; I do not care whether he be Christian 
or non-Christian, I flee from him as soon as possible, 
or else he will depress me. When I meet any such, 
I counteract their influence at my earliest oppor- 
tunity by talking toa little child. The gloomy man 
will slacken me in my fight for God, the bright man 
will brace me up. 

You will find this principle very clearly illustrated 
in any one who is laid aside through severe sickness. 
If he is continually thinking about himself with dull, 
selfish views, he is a difficult patient to nurse and 
very apt to give way altogether and die; whereas 
the man of hopeful views, who lives with the idea 
of getting better, fights the disease with a resolute 
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spirit ; and if he wins, Hope has stood him in good 
stead, but should he lose the battle, Hope has 
been his best friend up to the last and made 
him a hero in the strife, leaving an example 
worthy of imitation. Robert Louis Stevenson, 
the novelist, was an apostle of Hope. When 
lying on his back prostrate with severe sickness 
he wrote one of his best books, Elements of 
Style in English Literature. On another occasion, 
when confined in a darkened room with an 
affection of the eyes, he worked away with the 
little light he had. And again, when suffering from 
hemorrhage of the lungs, so that he carried his 
right hand in a sling, he kept on writing with his 
left as best he could; and when the hemorrhage 
was so bad that he dare not speak in case bleeding 
increased, he dictated part of the novel by the 
deaf and dumb alphabet. But this was not all—— 
shortly before he died, writer’s cramp seized his 
hands and he was unable to write; but he took the 
affliction in good heart and patiently dictated his 
final thoughts to his daughter-in-law, who com- 
mitted them to writing. He abounded in Hope and 
fought on amid many difficulties; where others 
would have failed and yielded, Hope kept him going. 
Hope is the spirit of the brave, they abound in it ; 
if you turn to art, to literature, to business, or to 
religion, the men of Hope have been the saviours of 
the race. 

A finer example is nowhere to be found than 
in the writer of this epistle. Let me tell you 
one story derived from his remarkable life. On 
his way to Rome, you remember, the vessel in 
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which he sailed was wrecked ; sun, moon, or stars 
had not been seen for many days, in fact for four- 
teen days she drifted about in the Mediterranean 
Sea before a heavy gale, and every sailor felt a 
watery grave was in front of him; but when things 
were at their blackest, Paul gathered the sailors 
and passengers together on board, saying: “‘ Be of 
good cheer, keep your spirits up, not a hair of your 
head shall perish.” It is quite true the ship went 
in pieces, but all came safe to land, some on spars 
and some on pieces of wood. Now what saved that 
crew? A man with a bright outlook, a man of 
Hope. If it had not been for his telling the sailors 
to keep steady, they would very likely have lost 
heart and perhaps jumped into the sea in despair. 
Paul was a saviour of his fellow-men. 

The same thing often happens in our own day. A 
widow is left with four young children, but she does 
not lose heart, she speaks to herself like this : John 
is eight years old, a few years will see him a young 
man. Jessie is twelve years old, she will soon be 
able to earn her living. Hope nerves the mother’s 
arm for long days of toil, and the vision of the future 
feeds her spirit in every time of struggle—she is a 
heroine and a saviour of her family; and if even 
she be called upon to lay one of the little ones in 
the grave, she comes away from the cemetery en- 
couraged by this blessed thought that one day in the 
New City there will be a glad reunion of the broken 
family circle, and she sorrows not as those that 
have no Hope. What an angel of comfort Hope 
is; she wipes the tears off a mother’s face and 
enables her to look into heaven. Hope makes 
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future good a certainty even in this world. It 
draws aside the veil and shows us our future home, 
situated in a lovely country where there is no death, 
neither sorrow nor crying. The Hope of heaven 
does not weaken us in the common duty of to-day, 
it has the very opposite effect of making us faithful 
in our service so as to endure unto the end and gain 
the prize. The thought of heaven in our minds con- 
tinually is an aid to holy living. ‘‘ He that hath this 
hope in him purifieth himself, even as He is pure.” 
The Hope of heaven is a driving force and 
a cleansing power. It keeps our lives going amid 
life’s common trials. If a Christian is at all 
sensitive as he goes about, he sees sin reigning on 
all sides ; the god of pleasure is at present enthroned 
and Christ is despised, sin is having its day, but, 
blessed be God, this state of affairs is not to last 
always, Christ will yet reign. The day may be far 
away, but each passing hour brings the triumph 
nearer. In the eighth chapter of this epistle we 
see the fall of nature and the supremacy of sin, 
but then we also read that nature was subjected in 
Hope, and because of this and the power of the 
Gospel, we toil on, certain of victory ; but turning 
from sin in general to our own particular experiences 
in life, there is much to discourage us. In family 
life there are the many anxieties of childhood 
which make mother worn, tired, and just a little 
disheartened. There are also the perplexities of 
business life which a man has to carry in his own 
heart. He dare not tell out his feelings to any 
one or else he might lose his credit. He is forced 
by circumstances into lonely ways, where his faith 
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is tested to the very uttermost, and it needs a 
strong man to go alone and never be discouraged. 
If I speak to any such to-day, I would lovingly 
say: Hope on, hope ever, do not despair; if you 
just keep going on, the brighter day will dawn. We 
are apt to think at times that the best of our life 
is behind us. Do not believe it ; the best is yet to 
be. Heaven is yours beyond even if life has its 
disappointments here. The path grows brighter 
and brighter towards the perfect day. There are 
grand days in store for all of us even in this world 
if we abound in Hope. If we hope, we win; if we 
despair, we lose the joy of living. 


Hope is the star when the night is dark, 
Guiding the traveller’s way ; 

Hope is the staff when the hill is steep, 
Helping him day by day. 


Hope is the hand of the unseen God 
Pointing to blissful height ; 

Hope is the song the victors sing 
As they conquer in the fight. 


If friends are few and you feel alone, 
Hope for the brighter day ; 

And life is hard with many a toil, 
More than you care to say. 


Tho’ dark, tho’ rough, tho’ steep your part, 
Hope on, hope on, and lose not heart. 


“For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that 
he that ploweth should plow in Hope.” 


CHAPTER VI 


TRIED FAITH 
(For THE BEREAVED) 


“ The trial of your faith.” —1z PET. i. 7. 


HE word “trial” is in our text, but the 

word ‘‘ temptation ” is imported from verse 6. 
The two are closely allied in the New Testament. 
The word ‘‘trial” has to do with the testing of 
metals or the examination of money. The other 
day I noticed a shopkeeper throw down a gold coin 
on his counter by way of roughly testing the metal ; 
he did so with the idea in his mind that the coin 
might be spurious. It is not so, however, with the 
testing of faith in the New Testament, or rather in 
our lives ; we are tested with the idea of God finding 
us good ; we are tested so as to verify faith. When 
the fiery test comes in contact with the faith in our 
lives, it reveals that which is genuine; it may burn 
the dross, but it makes the faith more clearly 
prominent. Here is a young woman laid aside for 
months by a severe illness, but the fire has not burnt 
up her faith—she seems to be more patient than 
even in the days of health. The fiery test has 
brought out with great brightness one of faith’s 
characteristics—patience. Now, if you look at 
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the word “temptation,” which also means “to 
test,” you will see wherein the difference arises. 
When a person is tempted it is with the idea of 
finding the evil in his life, and then encouraging it 
to grow with a view of bringing about failure and 
collapse. This was how the devil assailed Christ 
with the view to the breaking up of His life. The 
devil came in the form of a tempter, as we read in 
Matthew. He came and aimed a blow at the fair 
temple of Jesus’ life, with a view of laying it low 
in a heap of ruins. The difference, then, between 
trial and temptation is the dissimilarity between 
God and the devil. The devil is a tempter who 
comes to break our lives in pieces by temptation. 
God is a tester who comes to reveal the good that 
is in us by some fiery trial in order to glorify Himself 
in the person being tested. 

Trial increases knowledge. The tried soul is 
drawn nearer to Christ, and this nearness means a 
better knowledge of Him. We get a clearer view 
of Himself, and a deeper insight of His teaching. 
Lazarus was dead, and this sad experience drew 
the sisters nearer Christ. As He spoke to them 
His words had a fuller meaning than ever before, 
His actions made a strong appeal to their hearts ; 
they saw how He could weep, they felt how He could 
sympathise, they beheld the grandeur of resurrec- 
tion power as it flashed out from His hidden God- 
head. In times of bereavement, when our faith 
is being put to the test, Jesus’ words, ‘‘I am the 
resurrection and the life,’ come to us with a soul- 
inspiring freshness. We often read them in days 
of sunshine and do not feel their power, but in 


TRIED FAITH 8I 


nights of darkness and pain these words are fragrant 
as the roses of Sharon ; they become to the sorrow- 
ful soul fountains of immortality. Trials as new 
experiences add to our stock of information. Our 
lives, from the cradle to the grave, are a pilgrimage 
from this world to the next, and as we travel along 
the road our trials are the gates through which we 
pass on the way. Marching, then, as we do through 
gate after gate, new scenes present themselves, new 
thoughts arise in the mind. When a man passes 
- through the valley of bereavement, what an abun- 
dance of new knowledge he acquires ; his mind is 
more enriched thereby than if he had all the wisdom 
of Solomon. Trials, then, are sent to make us better 
Christians ; they are meant to be an intellectual 
gain. | Trials are the invisible fingers of God which 
strike. a hidden chord in our lives, so that music 
may come out which has long been unheard. Trials 
make life’s music sweeter, it becomes more mellow 
when enriched by sorrow. Trial often discovers 
the very best that is in us. Trials are the angels 
of God in disguise, which crush out of our souls 
the richer wine of a greater consecration and deeper 
devotion to His service. Trials are the sinking 
shafts which strike a richer and deeper vein of gold 
in our lives. All life is a great university in which 
most of us are but very ignorant pupils; our text- 
books are our trials. Sometimes we learn our 
lessons with aching head, tear-stained face, and 
sinking heart ; this is how we get to know the deep 
things of life and God. His method of education 
is mysterious and trying, but it is the curriculum 
through which all the faithful have passed. The 
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way, then, to a knowledge of God and Divine things 
is through the gates of trial and the school of tribula- 
tion. | Who are these in the other world who stand 
arrayed in white? These are they which have 
come out of great tribulation. 

Trials strengthen faith. They make us conscious 
of our weakness, and they do it in this way: we 
are sometimes face to face with a great trial, and 
find in it an element we cannot master. In our 
days of ease and freedom from trouble we thought 
ourselves Samsons, strong enough to carry off heavy 
gates of brass, or lift a house up by its foundations 
and cast it down in ruins as a very little thing ; but 
our testing-time has come, and how it has revealed 
our weakness! Have you felt itso? Remember 
that weakness is not failure. This lack of strength 
has driven us to secret prayer, and out of such com- 
munion has blossomed trust. The garden of secret 
prayer has a southern exposure which catches the 
soft refreshing rain and the life-giving sun of God ; 
it is here that a certain flower called Faith increases 
in size and develops in loveliness. The closet of 
secret prayer is the place where a weak David with 
a single stone and God has conquered many a Goliath 
trial. When we are weak we lean hard upon God, 
and it is by giving ourselves up more and more to 
Him in the spirit of dependence that we are growing 
and increasing in faith. In salvation we say, become 
as a little child, and thus we often forget that the 
same spirit is needful in sanctification ; if we need 
the trust of a child for the former, we also need the 
faith of a child for the latter. This is how God would 
have us live. “ The just shall live by faith,” not by 
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our own planning, nor our own strength, not leaning 
on others, but on Him. Trials often take from us 
human props on which we have leaned ; these were 
helpful to us, and in our days of weakness and 
weariness they have lovingly upheld us and made 
us strong. Nevertheless, God removes them to let 
us feel the embrace of stronger arms. How sweet 
to fall into the arms of God! how delightful to lay 
our tired head upon His bosom by a supreme act of 
faith, and with greater intensity feel the throbbing 
of His loving heart! This is true peace, this is the 
rest of faith, this is how we are to be victorious 
in life and death, “‘ and this is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith.”” But here we 
do not mean that our life is to be a life of ease or 
laziness ; quite the opposite—the faith by which we 
overcome is tried faith. We do not get the gift to 
tie it in a napkin and then at the last day to bring 
it out and say unto God, “ Here is my faith.” It 
is not only faith that overcomes, but it is tried faith, 
the faith that can pass through hot fires ; the faith 
that has passed through deep waters ; the faith 
that has been alone in the dark valley of death ; 
the faith that has fought with beasts; the faith 
that has been on many a stormy sea, and driven 
before many a heavy gale, and yet feels that all 
these storms, all these days of testing, are sent not 
to destroy, but to make faith stronger through 
action or use. This is the faith that overcometh. 
In our days of testing may we understand the great 
purpose God has in every trial, that of taking our 
minds off the world and setting them entirely upon 
Him in order that we may grow thereby. We 
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sometimes pray, ‘‘ Lord, increase our faith,” not 
knowing that this grace is often made to grow 
through great sorrow and trial. Are we ready 
for a growth in grace? We need to be ready for 
great sacrifice. May God increase our faith, and 
if this is to be done through severe testing and 
trial, through some Gethsemane experience, which 
it is sure to be, may we never shrink from sorrow 
and loss, but in all things, however trying, in every 
fire, however hot, may we have grace enough to 
say, ““ Not my will, but Thine be done,” and then 
we are victorious. 


CHAPTER VII 


UNION WITH CHRIST 
(For THE Lorp’s SupPER) 


“ He that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.”"—1 Cor. vi. 17. 


NION with Christ is a subject not much 
recognised in systems of Theology; the 
majority of writers and thinkers seem to pass it 
by in order to spend more energy on some other 
doctrines. For years we have found this subject 
to be of the deepest interest to our own souls, and 
now hope it may become a means of grace to every 
hearer present in our church to-day. 

The phrase “ joined unto the Lord ” in our text 
is the basis upon which I would like to build my 
sermon; in secret I have prayed to God that He 
may help me to build a beautiful temple, with 
an inner shrine, out of which shall flash and gleam 
the Divine Light of Truth. 

Union with Christ is the basis of all Christian 
doctrine, it is the narrow gate through which every 
soul has entered who is to-day on his way to Zion. 

It is not a system of doctrine. We have a number 
of doctrines belonging to the Christian Faith which 
are held by the majority of believers : regeneration, 
justification, sanctification, the infilling of the Holy 
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Ghost, the infallibility of the Word of God; about 
these a great deal has been written, and contro- 
versies have raged sometimes with great fury and 
animosity, but none of them is Union with Jesus 
Christ. Again, and further, it is not even Church 
membership; the Methodists have one way, the 
Baptists have another, and the Episcopal Church 
has her own method of admitting members within 
her communion, but even this act of joining a Church 
does not always mean that the soul has been joined 
to the Lord. I grant you it ought to be an outward 
manifestation of the inward Grace of Life in Christ, 
but it is not always so, if we judge by the con- 
fessions of many eminent men who have joined 
the Church; neither is it Christian work. Here is 
where many of us—in fact all—have made a great 
mistake : we espouse one form of Christian work and 
think the salvation of the race lies in our special 
effort. There are those who work in the way of 
Temperance, to save the drunkard from a wretched 
grave; there are those who are taken up with the 
Deepening of Spiritual Life; some are fond of 
prayer meetings—I like them myself, and prefer 
them, in a church, next to the preaching of the 
Gospel; others are engaged in mission work, 
village preaching, in fact many forms of Christian 
activity might be mentioned, and these are all 
essential to the extension of the Redeemer’s King- 
dom; but not one of these is Union with Christ. 
They may be staves by which a pilgrim can be helped 
along the journey. Very often one of these doctrines 
becomes the golden staircase leading to the Throne, 
or the guide to the feet of Christ, but that is all. 
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Doctrine, Church membership, and Christian work 
are good in their respective places, but to touch 
Christ, that and that alone, is life. The woman came 
behind Jesus in the crowd, she passed everything 
and everybody by and touched Him; she wanted 
Him, and that touch meant for her a renewed body 
and a renewed soul. It is Union with Christ that 
is new life and salvation. 

Now then, unsaved brother, have you touched 
Him, have you heard Him say, “ Thy sins are forgiven 
thee”? Ifnot, forget me, forget all things of earth ; 
in the meantime sweep anything and everything 
out of the way and get to Him. 

Christian brother or sister, are you taken up 
with work or things about Christ? Get away 
at once from these and realise for the time being 
your oneness with Him; the very consciousness 
of Union will yield you a fuller life. 


“ Union with Christ is not union with a system 
of doctrine, nor with external religious influences, 
nor with an organised Church, nor with an ideal 
man—but rather with a personal, risen, living, 
omnipotent Lord.” 


Union with Christ sets us right on the Doctrine 
of Justification by Faith. The majority of us in our 
Church accept this grand old doctrine, we delight 
in the experience that salvation is not of works but 
of faith, we shelter under Christ’s shed blood and 
righteousness, and so are at peace with God. 

At the commencement of our Christian life we 
accepted this doctrine without questioning, but 
as we have grown older doubts have crept into 
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our minds, and we have said within ourselves— 
Are we right after all? Very likely many of my 
hearers have passed through this experience ; 
you have been taunted by the moralist who says 
your theory is mechanical—that is, that God dresses 
us on the outside with Christ’s beauty, but leaves 
us internally as bad as before; or, to put it this 
way : God dresses us as a little girl would dress her 
doll,the beauty all on the outside. Nowto be taunted 
thus you are apt to feel weak at the first onslaught 
of such an opponent, and your own sense of purity 
revolts at misrepresentation of the truth. It is just 
here that Union with Christ comes in and acts as a 
splendid safeguard ; it is from the fact of our being 
one with Him that we are declared righteous, and 
no man is accepted as such until he is joined with 
Christ. 

Acts xiii. 39: “‘In Him all that believe are 
justified from all things”; you see there that 
“In Him” is the reason why the soul can claim 
the holiness of Christ. Or again, if you turn to 
Rom. viii. 1, here the same truth shines out with 
great brightness: “There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” 
It is the fact of having life “in Him” that gains 
for us Jesus’ righteousness ; between the believer 
and Christ there is a merging of the one life into 
the other, the finite and the infinite transfused, 
the very nature of God being instilled and poured 
into these souls of ours. An eminent Christian 
man of science says : 


“The death-struck sinner, like the wan, 
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anemic, dying invalid, is saved by having poured 
into his veins the healthier blood of Christ.” 


There must be life within the soul before there 
is holiness without, and therefore we say Union 
with Christ precedes justification by faith, and that 
the latter is based upon the former. If a man is 
devoid of new life in the soul, which is equivalent in 
Scripture to being born again and having a new, 
clean heart, there is no justification for him. God 
puts the soul in Union with Christ internally through 
the gift of life, and clothes it externally in all the 
glory and beauty of Emmanuel. 

To clinch my argument, I take another verse of 
Scripture which illustrates the truth I am setting 
forth—2 Cor. v. 21: “For He hath made Him 
to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in Him.” You 
see there again how we are justified and declared 
righteous because we are in Him. 

We are now no longer open to the rebuke of 
the moralist ; God makes a complete work of a 
saved soul, both without and within. Dismiss, 
then, from your mind all thought of the mechanical 
in justification, and delight your soul in the fatness 
of your Union of Life with Christ. 

A Lord Jesus, are we one with Thee ? 
CK O height, O depth of love ! 
ev With Thee we died upon the tree, 
In Thee we live above. 


Ascended now in glory bright, 
Still one with us Thou art ; 

Nor life, nor death, nor depth, nor height, 
Thy saints and Thee can part. 
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Union with Christ forms an intimate and far- 
reaching fellowship. Christ becomes one with us 
in all life’s labour and sorrow; it is He who gives 
to us the power of endurance in Christian work. 
He enables us to face the fiercest battle in life 
without shrinking. We feel through Union with 
Christ we have the supernatural power within us 
which no earthly force can subdue or conquer— 
even failure does not cause us despair. It may give 
us great heart-searching, but not defeat; there 
cannot be defeat when we have Christ within. 
You admire Paul, and so do I; in all his arduous 
work for God, he was ever strong through life in 
Christ. He writes in Phil. iv. 13, a verse which 
gives us the secret of his great persevering, enduring 
life: ‘‘I can do all things through Christ, which 
strengtheneth me.” The Revised Version has “‘ In 
Christ.”’ If you were to ask Paul—Can you with- 
stand “wild beasts”? he would answer: “In 
Christ,” I can! Can you face shipwreck, imprison- 
ment, death ? and he would reply: “In Christ,” I 
can ! 

The fact of his being “‘ In Christ ’’ was the boat 
that carried him over many a rapid, deep river. 
It was the secret armour in which he walked the 
earth, resisting every malicious attack upon his 
life and work. He was ever conscious as we are 
that Christ was one with him in all life’s sorrows. 
At such times how sweet it is to feel that there is a 
bond of life between the soul and God, a living 
channel of loving sympathy! When we pass through 
the fiery furnace of trial, He knows all about it ; 
when we wrestle alone in our Gethsemane and 
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wipe the blood of perspiration from off our brow, 
He counts the drops and feels the pain as much 
as we. 


“Tn all their afflictions He was afflicted, and 
the angel of His presence saved them, in His love 
and in His pity He redeemed them, and He bore 
them and carried them all the days of old. We 
have not an high priest which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities ; but was in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” 


In every pang that rends the heart 
The Man of Sorrows had a part ; 
He sympathises in our grief, 

And to the suff’rer sends relief. 


There is yet much more to be said concerning 
this fellowship ; it is because of it our prayers are 
answered : “ Whatsoever ye shall ask in My Name, 
that will I do.”” Now the phrase, “in My Name ” 
has its equivalent in another phrase of Jesus’, ‘‘ in 
Me,” and the one of which we have just been speak- 
ing, the oft-repeated phrase of Paul ‘“ in Him.” 

These three phrases all point to the one thing : 
Union of Life, or Abiding Life in Christ ; the more 
we are conscious of our Union, the greater the 
certainty of answers to prayer. 

“Tf ye shall ask anything in My Name, I will 
do it.” 

“ Tf ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you, 
ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you.” Answers to prayers depend on faith, but 
it is the faith of an abiding life in Christ. And now 
to proceed further—for I must shortly conclude— 
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through Union with Christ all believers are gathered 
into one, “ for we being many are one bread, and 
one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.” 
Just here the Lord’s Supper is full of suggestions 
on the Soul’s Union with God. As we eat the 
bread this action is meant to show that we have by 
faith accepted Christ as the food of our souls, and 
as we drink the wine we openly declare that we are 
partakers of His Life and rely on Him for salvation ; 
but more, this communion with Him also brings us 
into joyous fellowship with one another, so that 
we all become one in Christ Jesus. 

All of us as Christians have a common life, and 
that life is sustained by the same kind of bread. 
This morning in secret you prayed to God, and 
sodid I. Through Christ we eat of the same spiritual 
food because we have, in a measure, the same heaven- 
born desires. Such longings after the bread of life 
are in millions of Christian hearts, because they all 
possess the same life which is the nature of Christ. 
Life in you cries out for satisfaction to the Source 
from whence it came. Heaven-born life in the soul 
looks to Christ for continual sustenance, and the 
two lives are ever sympathetic and responsive the 
one to the other. This is how a true brotherhood 
is formed, the secret power called life brings us 
into one in Christ, and this is how Jesus’ Kingdom 
is to come into the world. We establish kingdoms 
by force of arms, strong nations stamp out the 
weaker, and thus acquire new territory ; but Jesus’ 
Kingdom cometh without bloodshed, it is an Empire 
of life that quietly works out from Him as a centre 
until the circumference is finally reached. 
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The waves of life leap over all barriers of caste, 
or station, or colour, or race, and so our brothers 
are found the world over, particularly in those 
countries where the gospel is preached. 

This is true Imperialism, the divine extension of 
the kingdom of life, light and love. 

I said at the beginning it was a far-reaching 
fellowship, so it is. 

What we call death cannot break the community, 
it survives death and lives for ever. I like John’s 
final vision of the brotherhood of man: ‘ After this 
I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man 
can number, of all nations. and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues, stood before the throne, and before 
the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and with palms 
in their hands.” 

These all had one song, redemption by blood ; 
these all knelt at one Person’s feet in adoration ; 
these all had their eyes fixed upon the Lamb who 
sat upon the Throne. 

Englishman, Scotsman, American, German, 
Chinaman, Indian, African, men from every nation. 
brought into one through the common life which 
flowed in all their veins—the new nature of Christ. 

And thus through Union with Him we reach the 
ideal state, both in this world and in that which 
is to come. 


CHAPTER VIII 


LIVING WELL AMID DIFFICULTY 
(For Youne PEOPLE) 


“And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth.”—Matrr. 
ii..23. 


AZARETH is twenty miles east of the 
Mediterranean, sixteen miles west of the 

Sea of Galilee, and sixty-six miles in a straight 
line north of Jerusalem. The modern Nazareth is 
one of the better class of Eastern villages and has 
a population of three or four thousand. Within 
the last few years, since British troops conquered 
Palestine, hundreds of people have become familiar 
with this sacred spot; here Jesus spent more than 
twenty-eight years of His earthly life. The scenery 
in this neighbourhood, according to Dr. Stalker, is 
said to be ‘‘among the most beautiful on the face 
of the earth,” and in after years it lent its colouring 
to the poetic and parabolic teaching of Jesus. As 
to His home, it was in the best sense of the word 
a good one—not good, however, as many think of 
goodness in the twentieth century. Mary and her 
husband were working people and lived in a house 
of one apartment, in which they ate and slept 
and Joseph carried on the trade of a carpenter 
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Is it not very wonderful that God in human flesh 
lived in a single apartment? A certain writer 
of good authority says: ‘“‘ The house is low and 
square, with a court before it and a terrace on the 
roof. The door is wide for light and air, but-there ~ 
are no windows. There are no tables, but there 
are rugs. ‘There is only one room for all purposes : 
here Joseph works at his carpenter’s trade; here 
all sleep and eat, except in the summer, when, on 
clear, starlit nights, all sleep on the roof, each 
rolled in a blanket. The house is built of sun-dried 
clay with an outer stairway.” In such a house 
Jesus lived. As to training and education, His 
mother sent Him to the school held in the audience 
chamber of the synagogue, where He learned 
several languages and made a study of the Old 
Testament; but His home training seems to have 
been of the best, judging from His life in after years 
—I mean so far as His knowledge of the Scriptures 
was concerned ; His mind seemed at all times full of 
the Word of God. He was a profound student of 
the Old Testament, and during His ministry there 
dropped from His lips the very essence and sweetness 
of the mind of God as revealed in the writings of 
Prophet and Psalmist ; this knowledge, I think, must 
have been instilled into Him in the first instance by 
His mother, a sweet singer and a poetess with a lofty 
mind made sublime and beautiful through her own 
study of the Old Testament. I take it, too, that 
His mother gave him a love for the House of God, 
for you remember amongst the only things we know 
of Jesus’ boyhood is that, when twelve years of age, 
His mother took Him the sixty-six miles of a journey 
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to Jerusalem to be present at one of the great 
religious feasts. She did not take Him, as many 
mothers do, to the circus or theatre. No! It was 
to that city and that Temple, made sacred by a 
thousand memories of an historic past, so as to fire 
the boy’s imagination with all that was grandest 
in the nation, and bring Him early in touch with 
religious life; she taught Him in boyhood to love 
the House of God, which, in after years, became 
one of the fixed habits of His earthly life. For 
nearly thirty years Jesus lived at Nazareth, and 
there matured into the greatest, freest human char- 
acter the world has ever seen. 

It is possible to be pure amid sinful surroundings. 
Jesus’ home was situated, and his early life was 
spent in a wicked city ; it was the most notorious 
in all Galilee—you remember well how those in other 
towns spoke about it: “ Can any good thing come 
out of Nazareth?’’ Now don’t you think it strange 
that God should choose such a place as that for the 
boyhood, youth, and manhood of Christ? Asarule, 


- we try to keep our boys away from all that might 


stain their precious lives; but here you see Jesus 
set down amid the most sinful surroundings, so 
that He might reveal to all ages the possibility of 
living a pure life. The white lily of Jesus’ life was 
surrounded on all sides with the black mud of sin, 
but it did not stain His purity. The air of Nazareth 
was full of the coal dust of sin, but not a single 
speck of the millions of black atoms fell upon the 
white petals of His lovely life. Although dwelling 
in close, close contact with evil, He still carried 
His soul “‘ Holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate 
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from sinners.”” Are you employed in some work- 
shop, or office, or warehouse, and find it difficult 
to keep aclean mind and a pure life? Are you the 
centre of some ungodly circle of men or women, and 
in such a position that there is no escape? You 
must earn your daily bread; your employment 
is all right, but those about you make it difficult 
for you to live! Remember Jesus! He was 
constantly in contact with sin but escaped defile- 
ment. Remember He prays for you to be kept 
from the evil of the world; His intercession goes 
on continually, and if you trust Him “ He is able 
to keep you from falling.’’ The morning star of 
Jesus’ life shone on undimmed, although it is true 
He dwelt in the very heart of the blackness of sin. 
George Adam Smith, in his Historical Geography 
of the Holy Land, says: “‘ The chief lesson which 
Nazareth teaches us, is the possibility of a pure 
home life and a spotless youth in the face of an 
evil world.” 

We see, therefore, the possibility of living well 
in a narrow sphere. Jesus’ surroundings were very 
limited. I have told you about the little home 
of Mary’s husband, a carpenter. When you think of 
it, His opportunities for advancement in the world 
were very few; looking at things on the surface, 
circumstances seemed arrayed in strong force against 
His general growth and development. But despite 
all kinds of opposition, He grew a strong character, 
and became one of the noblest of men. Listen to 
what one of the Evangelists says about Him, and 
they are significant words for all young men living 
in poor homes: “ And the child grew and waxed 
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strong, filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was 
upon Him.” Now ponder these words, and re- 
member He lived in a poor home, in a most notorious 
city, and with no social position, but all these things 
which we call hindrances did not retard His moral 
progress. The heavy weights accompanying pov- 
erty have all been carried by Jesus, but these did 
not crush His spirit, or break His noble purposes. 
The perfect Christ grew amid imperfect conditions, 
and His life bore fragrant blossoms and rich fruit ; 
amid the thorns of Nazareth there bloomed a snow- 
white lily. A mind of wide culture grew in a narrow 
sphere, a lofty soul was built up amid lowly, adverse 
surroundings. The foundations of a grand life 
were laid amid the meanness of the deepest poverty. 
The body of Jesus was hemmed in by a small home 
and the walls of a small, insignificant country town, 
but His mind grew and became world-wide in its 
sympathies. Now then, young brother, you live 
in a home where your opportunities are few, and 
the difficulty of living nobly is very great. There is 
the temptation to be disagreeable to those round 
about you. It may be that you have fallen into a 
low state of morality. In the home you are like 
a tiger. Long ago you said, “ It is no use me trying 
to be good in a small place like this, I cannot.” 
Ah! don’t say so; your home is not a bit smaller 
or poorer than the one in which Jesus dwelt, and 
He was a man—a true man, not one all collar and 
cuff, but a man of magnificent moral force. I am 
quite alive to the fact that sanitary conditions must 
be attended to, but yet remember this : some of our 
finest men have come from the small home of the 
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cottar in the Scottish Highlands, and from the 
lowly cottage home of the peasantry in England. 
It is not the surroundings that are to blame, it is the 
mind; we need the mind of Christ, and that means 
to you, young man, “ Ye must be born again.” 
When we get the spirit of Jesus we are able to live, 
and live well, amid the lowliest and narrowest 
surroundings. Jesus acquired in His small home 
and narrow sphere a deep knowledge of men and 
things ; there is no limitation to the sweep of the 
regenerate soul, and alongside the spiritual the 
bodily development was not lacking. He grew in 
body and soul; and Jesus advanced ‘‘in wisdom 
and stature, and in favour with God and man.” 
And now for the last lesson which suggests itself 
to me. Unrealised ideals need not dishearten us. 
Ideals are the very soul of life, it is by these we are 
moved to climb the heights divine ; the soft radiance 
of their faces shining on us keep us looking upward 
and onward, amid difficulties and vexations of 
heart. 
Still through our paltry air and strife 
Glows down the wished ideal, 
And longing moulds in clay, what life 
Carves in the marble real ; 
To let the new life in we know 
Desire must ope the portal— 
Perhaps the longing to be so 
Helps make the soul immortal. 


So sang James Russell Lowell as he beheld some 
lofty height to which his longing soul aspired. Jesus 
had a lofty conception of life—that is a simple truism 
—but when you think of Him in Nazareth, how often 
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His grandest hopes and holiest aspirations must 
have been dashed to the ground and broken to 
pieces! He had there to contend with ignorance 
and sin in their worst forms; His nation also was 
living under the Roman yoke, and many a time 
as a patriot He saw the soldiers passing along the 
highway to Jerusalem, where the air was full of 
sounds of the coming Messiah. We speak of Jesus 
living thirty years at Nazareth as if that period 
were a month; think of the time covered, the im- 
portant time, the early days of a man’s life which 
to every true man are filled with heavenly visions. 
Jesus knew that Isaiah had prophesied of a fruitful 
period of righteousness, when everything would 
blossom to the beautiful. Jesus lived continually 
under such a spell; He saw what the brutish man 
and the man of pleasure could not see—a kingdom 
of peace and love. Think of Him, then, walking 
the streets of Nazareth amid men who, like an ox 
or a dog, seldom looked upward ; how much He must 
have been pained to the heart to see men love 
darkness rather than light! Think of Him contain- 
ing Himself within Himself as He did and never 
losing heart, always believing the golden era was 
yet to be; His ideals were often neglected and 
despised, but still He kept sweet and peaceful and 
full of faith. We all have unrealised ideals ; very 
likely I may be speaking to some father who has 
prayed long in secret for the conversion of his son, 
but the answer seems delayed ; the father has the 
vision of what his son might become if only he 
knew Christ. Does the delay give you pain? 
Patience, father, remember Jesus; perhaps he may 
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yield to Christ to-day. Young man, your father 
has a glorious ideal concerning you, will you help 
him to realise it? Again, also, there is the teacher 
and his class; he sees in vision from time to time 
what it might be, but it has not yet reached this 
lofty standard. Let me interpret your mind. 
During the week you take the sacred volume and, 
as you study it, one face gleams out in beauty from 
its pages; you prepare the lesson most carefully 
by prayer, you are charmed and enraptured with 
the vision of the glory of the Son of God, and you 
say within your deepest self, ““Oh that I might be 
able to impress this glory on all my scholars, it 
would transfigure their lives!”” But when Sunday 
comes, alas! you find them non-responsive, the 
world hangs like a thick veil, and they cannot see 
the beautiful Christ in your message; again you 
say, with a heart burning with jealousy for Christ, 
“Tf they would only look,” but they won't. 
Patience, teacher, remember Jesus living in 
Nazareth. Patience prevents worry of the heart ; 
patience saves us from bad temper; patience is 
the Divine light which keeps every chamber of the 
soul bright and hopeful and cheery; patience is 
the heavenly music breathing peace in the anxious 
life. Oh, these unrealised ideals, how we bleed 
when they seem long in coming to maturity ; how 
our head at times aches with soul-pain when we 
see the beautiful despised and rejected of men! 
Take another illustration bearing on non-realisa- 
tion—and then I close—let it come partly as an 
appeal: has life not opened up to you as you 
expected it to do? Don’t become sour and dis- 
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agreeable ; you have sometimes seen a man at 
middle age, having missed his mark, trying to 
bring back the good old days, and with open hand 
running back to grip something which he hopes 
will satisfy the heart, only to find that the fox of 
time cannot be caught, she runs too swiftly. What 
a useless life to live! Think of a man oblivious to 
the world of to-day, with all its great needs and 
glorious opportunities: the present is the best 
time for every man. Is there a brother here to-day 
whose life has been crossed by failure, or disappointed 
through lack of success? Keep up your heart, do 
not let such experiences destroy the glory and beauty 
of your young manhood. Do not settle down into a 
nasty, mean, bad-tempered little life; try to keep 
sweet amid all life’s struggles and crosses. Think 
of Jesus, ideal after ideal trodden upon by the 
world, but, brave, noble soul, He was ever hope- 
ful, ever magnanimous and kind. He carried His 
stately form so erect, so gracefully, that amid all 
earth’s discouragements He calmly said, “I have 
overcome the world.” I would like to be like 
Christ. Wouldn’t you? Ever sweet and fresh 
amid the world’s blighting blasts. Amid the rank, 
foul weeds of the sin of Nazareth one lovely flower 
was ever blooming and never lost its fragrance: 
it was the Rose of Sharon. 


CHAPTER IX 


_A LITERAL RESURRECTION 
(EASTER SERMON) 


‘Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that 
God should raise the dead ? ’’—Acts xxvi. 8. 


E have many times stood by the graveside 
in the cemetery and wondered, as we laid 
loved ones to rest in the cold earth, with what body 
will they rise again, or will the same body which 
is laid in the grave ever rise at all? The teachings 
and experience of the Lord Jesus Christ, so far as I 
study my New Testament, lead me to believe that 
there shall be a bodily and literal resurrection from 
the dead, and in order to justify this assertion— 
I begin by saying that, Christ’s Resurrection was 
a literal fact. When Jesus left the grave on the 
third day, He did so with a real body. This can be 
proved by manyreferences from the New Testament. 
Let me take some of His memorable appearances 
after He rose from the dead. In Luke’s Gospel, 
chapter xxiv.,we find Him mysteriously manifesting 
Himself to the disciples as they were gathered 
together in the Upper Room, and shedding abroad in 
all their hearts the influence of fear. They thought 
He was a spirit, but the King of Love soon drove 
75 
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out all sense of terror, by telling His disciples to 
examine His hands and feet. ‘‘ And He said unto 
them, Why are ye troubled ? and why do thoughts 
arise in your hearts? Behold Myhands and Myfeet; 
it is I Myself: handle Me, and see; for a spirit hath 
not flesh and bones, as ye see Me have.” I call 
your attention to these words, “‘ it is I Myself.” I 
have been in the grave, says Christ, but I am here 
the same as I was before I died—“ it is I Myself.” 
After the lapse of a week we find Jesus again in the 
same Upper Room in the city of Jerusalem, where 
He has that never-to-be-forgotten interview with 
Thomas. I only need to recall the scene to bring 
home to your mind the bodily reality of the risen 
Christ. Thomas at first could not believe He was 
the same Christ as had been put to death a few 
weeks previous ; when Jesus therefore perceived 
the state of the mind of Thomas, He said to him, 
“Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands ; 
and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My 
side: and be not faithless, but believing ”’ ; to which 
Thomas exclaimed, “My Lord and my God.” 
Christ here represents Himself with a body, and a 
body bearing the marks made through suffering 
on the Cross of Calvary. A little later than this 
second incident in the Upper Room, He appeared 
on the shore of the Sea of Galilee to the disciples 
as they came in from a night’s fishing. You re- 
member the scene: as they drew near land He 
was standing close to the water’s edge ready to give 
them a glad welcome, having immediately before 
this kindled a fire and cooked some fish, which 
ultimately satisfied the wants of these hungry 
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fishermen. We are quite safe in saying that Christ 
sat down with them, and joined in the pleasure of 
an early morning breakfast, and ate it with as much 
zest as any meal they had ever seen Him take, 
adding emphasis to the words John spoke when 
first, amid the dim light of the morning, he said, 
“It is the Lord,’’—the same loving, sympathetic, 
thoughtful Friend. I am quite aware Christ was 
not so easily recognised by some, and it is possible 
there may have been a slight difference in His appear- 
ance. As, for instance, to Mary Magdalene, when 
she first saw Him, she thought He was the gardener. 
I suppose that would be a man who cut the grass, 
pruned the trees, and looked after the flowers in 
the garden. Jesus, however,soon put Mary’s fears 
to rest by calling her byname, and at once she recog- 
nised the Master. You see now where we are in our 
plea for a literal body. Christ when He rose from 
the dead was in every way like the man who kept 
the garden in which He was buried. The same 
thought can be deduced from the incident in the 
walk to Emmaus. Two men were walking, and 
they were joined by a third, who looked much the 
same as themselves. He walked on His feet, He 
talked freely of Moses and the prophets with real 
lips and a genuine human voice, and when they 
arrived at a certain house He went in with them and 
in a memorable moment at supper they discovered 
that the eloquent stranger who had walked by their 
side was the risen Christ. He walked and talked 
with them in corporeal, tangible form: a Christ with 
flesh and bone the same as He had been during all 
His life among men. If that were not so, you 
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impair, vitiate, and destroy the importance and the 
actual fact of the Resurrection. From what I have 
said, and I think the proof is convincing enough, 
He rose with a literal body. 

Our Resurrection shall be literal. In support of 
this statement I might plead what I have already 
said, as a proof that we shall literally rise again, 
but I begin by arguing from the great fact of Re- 
demption. When Christ saves a man, He does so 
body and soul—not soulalone. The body is as valu- 
able to God as the soul; hence we read in Rom. viii. 
23, ‘“Waiting for the adoption, to wit, the Redemp- 
tion of the body.”’ God loves the body ; He made it, 
and meant it to serve a noble purpose. God cares 
for all His creatures, even the sparrows on the 
housetops, and they as well as we are fearfully 
and wonderfully made. What a beautiful con- 
struction is the human body! itis the fairest visible 
temple on earth, and in the Christian is the abode 
of God in this world. How holy, then, the body is! 
““ Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and 
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” ‘‘ Know 
ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ ?”’ 
If you trace Paul’s teachings about the body, he 
shows that God loves it as much as the soul; and 
why should He not? Youlove your body. Noman 
ever truly hated his own flesh, unless he had; made 
it a wreck with sin. A body is only vile when we 
have in some way or other marred its beauty by sin. 
My argument, then, is because God has redeemed the 
body and we love our bodies, they will rise again. 
If they do not, then the sufferings Christ bore to 
redeem the body have been in vain. Or, again, if 
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you say there is no bodily resurrection, you make the 
future life altogether one of spirit; and if that 
were so, there would be no need of a future resur- 
rection at all, because the moment a spirit dies it 
goes straight to God: “ Absent from the body, 
present with the Lord.’’ We never lay a spirit 
in the grave; you cannot put a spirit in a coffin. 
A complete man is body and spirit, a half man is 
spirit. So you see if you say there is no literal 
resurrection then we would be only part of our- 
selves in the next world, and that altogether inde- 
pendent of resurrection. The teachings of Christ 
ought to convince any one of us of the great truth 
for which Iam now contending. In John v. 28, He 
says: “‘ Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, 
in the which all that are in the graves shall hear 
His voice, and shall come forth.’ Now what 
does that verse mean but this: in the same way 
as Lazarus heard the voice of Christ and rose from 
the dead, in the same way shall every man, woman, 
and child come forth when He calls them from the 
dead. The Apostle Paul expounds this idea in 
Rom. viii. 11, when he says: “ He that raised 
up Jesus from the dead shall also quicken your 
mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you.” 
There is no doubt but we shall rise again with a 
body. The soul is the sword, and it is to havea 
sheath. The soul will not be naked and homeless ; 
it will have an abode—the temple of a glorified 
body suitable for the after-life, and the whole man 
shall inhabit eternity. 

If there is no literal resurrection, truth becomes 
confused. I am conscious of many difficulties 
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which surround my contention for a literal resur- 
rection. For instance, some one might say, Suppose 
a man loses a limb in Australia and finally dies in 
England, will that man’s limb travel across the 
ocean and seek out his body? Or again, one might 
say the body becomes dissolved and passes into 
other forms of life. Yes, quiteso. I am aware of 
almost every difficulty you can propound and bring 
forward, and all I can say is, with God all things are 
possible. Because if you say the body does not 
rise, then you land yourself in the awful position 
of denying the Resurrection altogether, and Christ 
is not risen. When Christ died, His body was laid 
in the grave by loving hands, but if bodies rise not 
He is there still. ‘‘ But if there be no resurrection 
of the dead, then is Christ not risen ”’ (1 Cor. xv. 13). 

You can see the confusion and disorder that 
would arise if you say the future life is only spirit. 

All the gifts consequent on the Resurrection are 
false. For instance, the Spirit was to come after His 
ascension, but if the dead rise not, Pentecost has 
been the wildest dream ever conceived by fraudulent 
minds, the preaching of the Gospel has been a gross 
deception, and miracles are altogether untrue, 
because the Resurrection is said to be the crowning 
miracle of the New Testament, and forms one of 
the great foundation truths of Christianity. ‘‘ Who 
was delivered for our offences, and was raised again 
for our justification.” ‘Yousee, then, that the Resur- 
rection of the body of Christ is the pledge of our 
justification; but if the dead rise not, we are 
still in our sins. If you do not admit the fact of 
a literal Resurrection, then your unbelief is the 
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hammer by which you break in pieces and utterly 
destroy the most precious truths in the Word of 
God. But when you say Christ rose in bodily form, 
and so shall we, then you perceive the symmetry of 
the New Testament, and that is a just arrangement 
of the several parts in the body of truth to one 
another and to the whole, which makes a convincing 
appeal to an unprejudiced mind. What the future 
body may be is a profound mystery, but I think 
there are glimpses of it to be seen on the Trans- 
figuration Mount. Peter, James, and John saw 
Jesus’ form glowing with a brilliance above the 
beauty of the sun; the Apostle John some years 
later one day looked into heaven and saw in form 
a glorious man and knew Him to be the Christ of 
God, as He walked amid the golden candlesticks 
clothed in purest white. Both these visions, the 
one on earth and the other in heaven, suggest a 
transformation of the present body, but this is 
difficult to determine. Paul uses the figure of a 
corn of wheat: “It is sown a natural body, it is 
raised a spiritual body.”” When a grain of wheat 
begins to grow it sends up a stalk, by and by there 
comes the full corn in the ear, but the seed grain 
dies. The stalk and the wheat are a manifold 
increase of the single corn that was cast into 
the ground. The whole, however, is the same in 
identity, only there is a larger, fuller life, the symbol 
of the glorified body of the believer, as he rises 
again from the dead. “ There is a natural body, and 
there is a spiritual body ” (x Cor. xv. 44). But some 
one might say to-night, and very likely this thought 
is passing through the minds of many before me, 
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How could Christ with a real body appear in the 
Upper Room, passing out and in, without ever 
opening the door? This was not a new thing for 
Christ to do. Before death, when He was in the 
flesh, you remember, early in His ministry, when 
preaching at Nazareth, the people were so enraged 
with His teaching, that they wanted to fling Him 
over a great high rock and kill Him; but as His. 
hour was not yet come, He evaded His persecutors in 
a mysterious manner: “ But He, passing through 
the midst of them, went His way.”’ In some way, 
unknown to us, He had a peculiar power of dis- 
appearance and reappearance both before and 
after death ; and we know for certain that the body 
He had before death was real flesh and bones and 
blood, for it was offered as a sacrifice upon the 
Cross. In the words of the Apostle, who knew 
Jesus as well as any man ever did, our great hope 
is: “ We shall be like Him.” As He went home to 
God from Mount Olivet in a body, and John was a 
witness, so finally shall we be clothed upon in the 
same manner, and shall be for ever with the Lord. 
“For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that 
He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: 
and though after my skin worms destroy this body, 
yet in my flesh shall I see God.” 


CHAPTER X 
THE HOLY SPIRIT?! 


“ T will send Him unto you,”—Joun xvi. 7. 


T is not necessary to remind this audience 
that there are three Persons in the Godhead— 

the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—and that these 
three are one God. The Father is equal to the Son, 
and the Son is equal to the Father, and the Spirit 
is equal to the Son. So that when Jesus Christ the 
Son left this world He ascended unto the Father, 
and by and by sent down the living Spirit—not a 
Being less in individuality, but a personal power 
in every way equal with Himself. To-night, then, 
I purpose speaking of this Spirit. I therefore 
begin by saying that, so far as the Christian heart 
is concerned, ‘‘ The Holy Spirit gives us inward 
satisfaction.”” It is a great thing to say in a world 
of extreme restlessness and discontent that when 
the Spirit of the living God comes into a man He 
satisfies those deep cravings that God alone can 
supply. Many people think that life is something 
external, but true life is something internal ; and in 
the religion of Jesus it is altogether an inward 
experience, the soul being fed and nourished by the 
indwelling of the Holy Ghost. In many of our 

1 Delivered at the sereeaeld Conference, U.S.A. 
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cities we have people who go from one church to 
another. Here is a brother working at a certain 
church, an average man, but called of God to the 
sacred ministry. A man with more brilliant talents 
comes close by, and the ordinary man is forsaken 
for the extraordinary. Why? Because there is 
this restlessness in the human heart ever seeking 
after satisfaction. But true contentment and true 
satisfaction come from the indwelling of the Spirit 
alone. God is not over here nor over there. He 
dwells in the heart of every Christian. When the 
woman at the well asked Jesus Christ concerning 
eternal things, He said to her, “‘ Whosoever drinketh 
of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst ; 
but the water that I shall give him shall be in hima 
well of water springing up into everlasting life.” 
Therefore, when a man who knows God wants his 
heart and life satisfied, he turns inwardly, into his 
own soul, and taking the bucket of his desire, lowers 
it into this secret well, out of which he drinks the 
living water of the Spirit. God is not far off. 
If we imagine God has His throne beyond these 
skies of blue, or even if we imagine Him by our side, 
we are making a great mistake. God is in us, we 
are His shrines and earthly temples. 

Not only does the Holy Spirit give us perfect 
satisfaction, “‘ The Holy Spirit brings us back to 
the glory and the beauty of the Christ character.” 
The one great ambition of your life and mine is to 
be like Christ. If we then have the Spirit in us, 
the Spirit produces His own blessed fruit. ‘‘ The 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
gentleness, meekness: against such there is no 
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law.” By the indwelling of the Spirit there blossoms 
in the soul the beauty and loveliness of Emmanuel. 
But before virtue blossoms, vice must die. Before 
darkness is extirpated, the light must come in, and 
the light must be the dominant power in the life. 
And as we make this light the ruling force, the old 
man within us is crucified day by day, and the great 
yearnings after the ideal life become in some small 
measure ours and our possession. 

In our lives we need to allow Almighty God to 
work ; we need to allow Him to have a great hand 
in our re-creation and in our sanctification. In 
other words, we want God in us, and to see the 
hands of the living God, by the indwelling of the 
Spirit, putting stone upon stone, stone upon stone, 
until the pinnacles of your life and mine have 
touched the white light of eternity. Neither you 
nor I of ourselves can build the turret and the tower, 
but by the help of the indwelling Holy Ghost our 
lives can reach the beauty of the Christ life. 


And every virtue we possess, 
And every victory won, 
And every thought of holiness, 
Are His alone, 


Who is it? “It is God which worketh in you both 
to will and to do of His good pleasure.” To my 
mind, brethren, we need in these days more and 
more an overwhelming sense of the sovereignty of 
God, of God Almighty working in us, fulfilling 
for us our ideals, bringing us up to the beauty and 
the glory of Jesus Christ. 

And not only does the Holy Spirit give us perfect 
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_ satisfaction, not only does He bring us back to the 
beauty and the glory of Christ, ‘the Holy Spirit 
reminds us continually of Christ.’ Listen for a 
moment. ‘‘ Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, 
is come, He will guide you into all truth. He 
shall not speak of Himself; He shall glorify Me.” 
You and I are eager to get a nobler conception of the 
Christ, an enlarged vision of Jesus. And how can 
we get that enlarged vision of Jesus but by the 
Holy Spirit? I can read in this New Testament 
of mine something concerning the historic Christ. 
Intellectually I can get an idea of the beauty of 
Jesus. But how different it becomes when, led by 
the Holy Spirit, I go with this blessed power into 
the presence of the living Christ! How beautiful 
Christ then becomes to my heart! 

“ He shall not speak of Himself ; He shall glorify 
Me.” The Holy Spirit is the Divine sunlight that 
illumines the face of Emmanuel. You and I every 
day can have, by the help of the Spirit, moments, 
aye, hours, upon the Transfiguration Mount, where 
Christ’s garments shone with great beauty, and 
His face glowed with an effulgence brighter than the 
sun. That was in the past, but this very night we, 
by the ministry of the Holy Ghost, can see the trans- 
figured Jesus. Yesterday was a wet day, dull and 
dreary. The landscape was clouded, if anything 
a little monotonous. But this morning, with the 
dawn, came a new freshness and beauty. The hills 
were tipped with light ; the trees of the field were 
clapping their hands, every flower was smiling, and 
the whole landscape wore a new beauty upon its 
face. Why was it? Simply because the sun had 
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come out and chased away the darkness, lighting 
up the wholescene. Soit is when a man consciously 
gets the indwelling of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
is the great sunlight of God that flashes upon the 
personality of Jesus, and as that sunlight flashes 
upon the Christ the heart cries out in the greatest 
rapture possible, “‘ He is the chiefest among ten 
thousand, and the altogether lovely!” Thrice 
lovely because the blessed Spirit has shone upon 
Him. My mind is dark and my heart is dull, and 
IT havea dim idea of the Christ. But when the light 
of the Spirit shines upon Him He shines with a 
brilliance above the beauty of the sun. Led by 
the Holy Ghost we have transfiguration conceptions 
of the Christ. 

And further, “the Holy Spirit gives us true ideas 
of the Word of God.” “ The words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit and they are life.” This 
Book is the product of the Holy Spirit ; it is the 
very essence of the mind of God sent forth into the 
world ; and how can we interpret it but by the aid 
of the Spirit ? I will not stay long on this point, 
but just give you an illustration or two of what I 
mean. Brother minister, I do not know what 
your methods are in work for God, but one of my 
own methods is this: Perhaps early on Monday or 
Tuesday morning I get a tiny bit of the Word, 
and I put this little seed upon one of the shelves of 
my brain. I allow it to stay there for a few days. 
I read all I can find about it in other books. And 
then I ask the living Spirit of God to come down 
and touch the seed. As Tuesday and Wednesday 
pass and Thursday comes, the Spirit descends upon 
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the little seed. By and by it begins to grow, a stalk 
comes up and the stalk is surmounted by a lovely 
fragrant blossom. Now the Word is the seed, and 
as the Word is touched and breathed upon by the 
heavenly wind of the living Spirit, as the rain of 
the Spirit falls upon it, the seed begins to grow, 
and when the Sabbath day comes I have in my 
hand a fragrant flower, not the creation of the human 
mind alone, but generated by the Spirit, touched 
by the Spirit, made fragrant by the Spirit, and the 
Spirit gets the glory of interpreting the living Word. 
Again, sometimes early in the week I fix upon a 
portion of the Word of God, and it seems just a tiny 
stream. Alone in my study I say to God: “O 
God, this Word is Thine ; the work is Thine. Send 
me the Spirit now to interpret this portion of Thy 
Word.” And as the days pass, the tiny stream that 
contained only a small quantity of water, this little 
piece of the Word of God, begins, as the Spirit comes 
into it, to widen and widen, until the stream becomes 
a river, and I can see, on towards the Sabbath day, 
the wilderness and the solitary place beginning to 
blossom. How? Because the living Spirit has 
swept through the little bit of the living Word and 
widened it out. With what result? The thirst 
of those who are longing for the living water is by 
the blessed Spirit of God abundantly quenched. 
My last point is, “‘ The Holy Spirit equips us every 
day we live for service.” Almighty God is as ready 
to come to you and to me as He came to Peter at 
Pentecost. God opened the heavens and came down 
and girded Peter with the living sword of the Spirit ; 
and as you and I go forth to our work every day 
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we can have the same blessed power with which 
to do battle for God. And we need this power 
every morning. It is not a matter of a man having 
been converted several years ago. Very likely 
you have in your Church, as I have in mine, some 
people who say, “‘ Oh, when I was a young fellow 
didn’t I work!” And I say, “ Well, why don’t 
you work now?” “In my younger days, we had 
such grand times in our church.” And I say, 
“Why not have them now?” The people who 
talk like that are living on a past experience, and 
they need to come into contact, into closer fellowship 
with the living God and get the sword girded on 
anew, or, to change the figure, get a fresh baptism 
of the Holy Ghost, for “the mill will not grind with 
the water that is past.”” The difficulty in Christian 
life is this, that if we are not in contact with God 
every day we fall into ruts, and in falling into ruts 
we lose buoyancy and freshness and heartiness in 
the service of God. Have you ever seen Sunday- 
school teachers or ministers working from a sheer 
sense of duty? I have. I have done it myself. 
But how blessedly changed it is when a man con- 
stantly comes in contact with the living Spirit. 
He gets lifted out of his ruts, and retains his youth- 
fulness, his freshness, his manly strength. They 
flow out like the beauty of the spring because every 
day he is consciously living in contact with the 
Fountain of all life which equips and makes him 
strong for service. 

I remember on a dull day going through one of 
our cemeteries. It was in the month of August, 
and for several weeks before there had been a great 
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drought. The trees were dry and dusty. Suddenly 
a heavy shower of rain began to fall, preceded by a 
peal of thunder. As I sheltered beneath the trees 
I noticed the leaves turning their eyes towards 
heaven, opening their mouths with laughter and 
drinking in the cooling rain as it fell from above. 
It was the middle of August, which in England meant 
that autumn was upon us. But after the shower it 
was more like spring, like April or May. The dust 
was swept from the leaves, every tree passing through 
a process of cleansing, which made them green 
and fresh. The rain did it. I said to myself, 
This is what I want in my own personal life and in 
the life of my Church. This may be the need of 
some to whom I am speaking now. May the rain, 
the blessed rain, fall upon your soul and make it 
once more green and fresh with the sweet new life 
of God—not only green in leaf, but capable also of 
bearing fruit, “Herein is my Father glorified, 
that ye bear much fruit.” 

My last words are these : Do you feel discouraged, 
or, shall I say, despondent in Christian service ? 
You and I know the times, do we not, when we 
wrestle in blood concerning the great problems of 
life? We go, on silently alone, and sometimes we 
feel desperately weak, as if the battle would crush 
us. “I will send you the Comforter! When He, 
the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into 
all truth.” But He will do more. “I will not 
leave you comfortless ; I will come to you.” In 
your hours of struggle and pressure and fight, 
when you wipe the perspiration from your brow 
and tell nobody, He will comfort you. He will 
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strengthen you, He will make you strong to fight 
your spiritual battles of life, for principalities and 
powers and every evil force are entrenched against 
the Christian Church. I have often said, ‘‘O my 
God, who is sufficient for these things ? The vision 
will almost crush me.” Then the living Spirit 
comes, and I say, ‘‘ My God, by the help of the 
living Spirit, and by leaning hard upon Thee, I 
can go forth to the battle.” 

Brothers, go, and He will bein you. He will never 
forsake you, He will never leave you; He will be 
your personal Friend. And by and by, when we 
have passed all our Gethsemanes, those lonely days 
of which the world knows so little, we shall be 
crowned yonder with the crown of glory that fadeth 
not away, having gained it by the indwelling of the 
Spirit and the sacrificial blood of Emmanuel. 


CHAPTER XI 


FAMILY LIFE 
(SuNDAY ScHooL ANNIVERSARY) 


“As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”—Josu. 
XXivV. I5. 


Y subject is Family Life, and this has to do 
entirely with our homes; there is a life 

we live at business, when we are behind the counter, 
in the office, or in the workshop ; there is another 
life we live amidst our friends, and even another 
we live when we engage in the work of a church. 
Blot out from your mind, however, as far as you 
can, every form of living, and turn your thought 
and imagination in upon your own home, in the 
street in which you live, and think, while I preach, 
about your own family—your own children, over 
whom you may and are exerting a great influence 
either for good or bad. Notice, then: A parent 
can influence his children. I hear some one say, We 
know that! Quite so, I only want to illustrate 
and enforce what you do know. A parent can lift 
the little lump of clay and leave an eternal impression 
upon it ; a boy’s mother and father are the greatest 
potters in the world, and the first to help in the 
making or marring of a young life. A child’s 
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men are very much what their parents have made 
them when they were children. You can nearly 
always trace greatness in any man or woman right 
back to the mother in the home; on the other side, 
again, we can also trace littleness, fraud, deceit, and 
many other forms of evil-doing. Take two illus- 
trations: Rebekah, the mother of Jacob, dressed 
him in goat’s skin in order to make him appear like 
his brother Esau, so as to get the blessing of the 
first-born from the blind old father. Even to his 
hands she covered them, so that when Jacob entered 
the presence of his father the aged parent was so 
deceived that he bestowed upon him the blessing. 
Now you see there a lad getting one of his first 
lessons in deceit, and getting it from his own mother, 
and in his own home, deceit practised upon his 
own old blind father. The sad part about those 
who practise deceit is, they do not care one whit 
upon whom they do so if they can carry out their 
own selfish ambition. Many more illustrations 
of such a nature might be found, but suffer me to - 
give you another from the New Testament which 
serves to show the great influence a parent may 
have upon children. You remember the story of 
John the Baptist, who was cast into prison, and 
how he was there for bearing a true testimony for 
God. On Herod’s birthday the daughter of Herodias 
danced before him, and the king was so delighted 
with her performance that he offered her even to 
half his kingdom. The girl, being delightfully 
surprised with the offer, went home and asked 
her mother’s help in the choice of a gift. You all 
know what the mother’s advice was: ‘“ Ask for 
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the head of John the Baptist!’’ The girl did, 
with the result that John the Baptist was put to 
death. Now what was the meaning of all this, but 
cruel, subtle, back-handed revenge on the part of 
the mother, because John the Baptist had told her 
it was a sin before man and God to live in adultery, 
and we all know that adultery is one of the vilest 
of sins. Now you see where a young girl got one 
of her first lessons in cruel, subtle revenge—from her 
own mother, and in her own home; the mother 
who should have shown a lofty example, taught 
her own girl a lesson in the basest form of human 
treachery. Home is the first school in which we 
are taught, our Sunday School is only an imitation 
of what the real school is in the home; it is the 
greatest university in the world, and in it every 
boy and girl graduates either for good or bad, all 
other training is secondary, and influenced in every 
way by the early education in the home. I say 
now, and I have said it many times before: I 
have had many tutors, but my greatest teacher 
has been my mother, the first and best college my 
own home. 

Parents have a great responsibility in a home. 
They carry the burden of it in a hundred ways, 
they have to find food, they have to find clothing, 
they have to protect it from evil forces which are 
ever ready to creep in and break up the unity of 
the family circle ; a true parent feels a home to be 
a sacred trust from God. Whatisa home? It is 
like a ship sailing across a sea and subject to all the 
experiences connected with it. The husband is the 
captain, the wife is the first mate, and the little 
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children are the passengers. Through all kinds of 
weather, then, the parents are responsible for the 
safe conduct of the vessel. The home is a little 
castle which the father and mother have to defend — 
against innumerable foes who would like to break 
in upon its secrecy and sacredness. The home is 
a fold in which the sheep are gathered, and, alas! 
many a father and mother know what it is to have 
a stray sheep or a black one; and if such there be 
in any of your homes, the weight of home life is 
increased and made heavier. But do not be dis- 
couraged ; if you have not painted the sheep black, 
the guilt is not with you; keep him in the fold if he 
is there, and try by continual prayer to make him 
white again. It was to bring the lost sheep back 
again to the fold that Jesus came into the world ; 
it was to make the black sheep white, yea, whiter ~ 
than the snow, that He shed His blood upon the 
Cross. Keep a loving eye, then, upon the black 
sheep, although he may cost you a deal of anxiety. 
Guard your homes as sacredly as Jesus guards 
the Church, for the one is a type of the other. Try, 
as far as lies in your power, to keep it bright, sunny, 
and unspotted from the world. Jesus loved the 
Church, and gave Himself for it. He loved it to 
the death. So should parents sacrifice their all for 
their homes, being ready to die in the struggle 
rather than yield to any evil force likely to destroy 
its influence or happiness. The keeping of a home 
going honestly and in the fear of God is often a 
great struggle for parents, making them old before 
their time, and sometimes bringing about premature 
death. I was once called upon to visit a woman 
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who was dying, the mother of a large family. She 
had a lazy husband. The little woman had toiled 
on for years to keep out of debt and bring up her 
children without a shadow of reproach. As she lay 
in her bed, nearing the end, she said, “‘ Mr. Bryce, 
I am done now. [ cannot go on any longer.” 
Brave little woman, yea, brave little heroine, she 
sank beneath the burden of home responsibility, 
a living sacrifice for her family. There are many 
such. 

Oh, ye young men and women who cause your 
fathers and mothers needless anxiety, think of 
the sweat and toil that have been spent, that are 
being spent, for you. Many times, maybe, have your 
parents battled with poverty, fought with sickness, 
yea, given their very life’s blood to make you what 
you are. Try, therefore, in some small way, to 
help your parents to carry the burden of the home, 
do not make it any harder by awkward, selfish 
living. 

Parents can make or unmake a home. They 
need to be careful with the children, so as not to 
make more of one than of another. Genius is 
attractive, stupidity is repulsive, and these traits 
are found in most families; I mean a variety in 
characters : some are clever and can understand 
things at once, others again are slow and difficult to 
teach, but to you who are parents I would say, 
do not be partial, do not be taken up altogether 
and attracted by that clever girl in your family ; 
remember the stupid laddie who is very backward. 
Is he slow at his lessons ? The more does he stand 
in need of your help. The moment a parent begins 
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to have favourites in the family, then is struck the 
note of discord in the home. A very apt illustra- 
tion of this is to be found in the case of Jacob and — 
Joseph. He singled the lad out for special favour 
by giving him a coat of many colours; in other 
words, he made a great fuss with him. And what. 
was the result ? His brothers resented the favour 
shown, and envy—murderous envy—crept into the 
home, splitting up the family circle, and almost 
brought down the father’s grey hairs in sorrow to 
the grave. Jacob, therefore, was to blame for the 
unmaking of his own home by his spirit of partiality. 

There is yet another way in which a home can be 
destroyed, AND THAT IS, BY THE PARENTS NEGLECT- 
ING ITS SPIRITUAL NEEDS. For instance, look how 
many things there are in our homes which tend to 
blot out pure spiritual influences ; business takes 
up our time early and late, so that there is little 
time spent around the family altar in worship. To 
many a man the making of money is of more import- 
ance than the happiness of his wife and the welfare 
of his children; his office, or farm, or workshop, 
is far more precious than the place he calls home, he 
loves the one more than the other. The devil can 
tempt his wife in his perpetual absence, all the evil 
forces in the world are allowed to play upon his 
children, for he is not there to defend them. If 
the children saw their father read the Bible or utter 
a word of prayer they would be astonished. Such 
a home must be in a wretched state through sheer 
neglect of recognising God. Again, there is another 
way in which homes are destroyed, and that is by 
having too much jocularity in the family circle. 
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Now do not think me melancholy, for I like bright- 
ness, I like joy; but give me real home happi- 
ness, not music-hall hilarity. The music hall has 
greater influence on many homes than the Bible, 
and the result is disastrous to the tender beauty of 
home life. Music-hall influence is like molten fire, 
and just as hot ; it burns up all that is simple and 
natural and childlike, it is the mother of sarcasm 
and is a cloven hoof which treads relentlessly upon 
the finer feelings of the home. I plead with you, 
fathers and mothers, do not make your homes like 
a snare, or great sons or noble daughters will never 
grace your hearth. Make the home a little sanctuary 
where Christ is worshipped, and let holy anthems rise 
from simple hearts. Make it truly “‘ Home, sweet 
home.”’ The comic element is good enough for a 
music hall, but for God’s sake keep it out of your 
homes, because it will make your sons and daughters 
clowns, it will lessen your own power over the family. 
One cannot help feeling that these are days in- which 
a great many parents have lost the power of rebuke 
in their own homes, and all through not firmly 
exercising the sacred power that God has entrusted 
to them. What a sad thing to see a father who 
has lost control in his own home! The children 
contradict him, laugh at him, treat him as their 
equal, and he dare not show his power, he has lost 
something he can never regain—the power of rebuke. 
You remember in the First Bookof Samuel the record 
of old Eli, the priest, who had bad sons and he 
restrained them not. One day they went out to 
battle, and were both slain; when Eli heard of 
it the shock was so great he fell off his seat by the 


roo LIFE’S GREATEST FORCES 


wayside and broke his neck. You see there the 
vivid picture of a home wrecked because the father 
had lost his place. If there is a pathetic spectacle 
under heaven, it is a broken home. The love of 
pleasure and dress are two great reasons for broken 
homes. I appeal to you to guard your homes. 
A parent in many instances can sway a home; the 
spiritual tone depends upon the parents. Do you, 
as a parent, find home the sweetest spot on earth ? 
If not, you ought to, and you ought to spend more 
_time there than anywhere else. Will any one of 
your children say when you are dead, “I had no 
home life; my father spent the whole of his life 
somewhere almost every night, but seldom in the 
home ; my parents took little or no interest in me 
during my childhood ” ? : 

The Church of Christ is often twitted by its 
critics, who say, Look at the young people at night 
parading the streets, look at the young folks who 
go to places of amusement. But the reason is not 
far to seek—it is in the home; there is no home, 
sweet home for such, or they would say—as many, 
thank God, can say—‘ Begone, ye streets ; begone, 
all forms of worldly entertainment ! my home far 
outweighs you in enjoyment, my home far supersedes 
you in comfort.” And make no mistake, it is not 
furniture that makes a home, it is not gaudy rooms 
with brilliant lights ; no, it is the presence of God, 
it is His love shed abroad in simple hearts that 
makes the meanest dwelling far more beautiful 
than any grandly upholstered palace of entertain- 
ment. Try, beloved, and make your homes as 
interesting as possible ; try to create a pure spiritual 
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influence among your children, give the Bible 
its true place, give Christ His rightful position, and 
your family will grow up to call you blessed, and 
you will leave a fragrant memory to the genera- 
tion coming on behind. Parents, point your chil- 
dren to Christ; you have the first and grandest 
opportunity. 

Mr. Moody tells the story of a youth who lay 
dying. His father was afraid to tell him the sad 
fact. One night, however, he summoned up 
courage and broke the news gently, with subdued 
emotion in his heart. The lad could see the father 
was deeply moved, and looking right into his face, 
said, “‘ Father, do not grieve about me; when I 
get to heaven, for I am going there, I will go straight 
and tell Christ you brought me to Him when I was 
a child.” Father! mother! will your children 
say of you, “My parents brought me to Christ 
when I was a child” ? 


CHAPTER XII 


LESSONS FROM FLOWERS 
(FLOWER SERVICE) 


“ As a flower of the fjeld.”—Ps. ciii. 15. 


f \N such occasions the surroundings usually 

inspire the preacher, the floral display and 
the fragrant perfume refresh his life, stir his imagina- 
tion, and sweeten his thoughts. The fact of the 
matter is, these beautiful flowers gladden and cheer 
the heart of every one in this church. 

Let us see what lessons can be gathered from 
these floral teachers. The first I notice is an 
argument for the existence of God. Look at this 
platform; let it be your Bible for a moment. Can 
any one Say there is no God who gazes on this sight 
of fairness and frailty ? We would not dream for a 
moment of doubting the existence of God; still, 
it is good for us now and again to pass before our 
minds any evidences which help to give us a stronger 
belief in the living God, and not only a stronger 
belief, but a more intelligent grasp of the great 
Creator. There is the God of redemption, but there 
is also the God of nature, and everywhere around 
us we can discover Him, if we only take time to look 
for His face or His power. It is an admitted truth 
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that for every effect there must be a cause ; nothing 
can happen without the something which has pro- 
duced it. 

Looking at this platform, with its fair array 
of flowers, you at once say some unseen power 
has produced such an exhibition. Quite so; but 
then there must be a little more than merely a 
“‘cause.”” For when you examine a flower you can 
find in it the most delicate shading, the most perfect 
and artistic workmanship; every flower seems to 
have been prepared with the greatest care, and if 
you go a little deeper you will find that each little 
plant has been built up atom by atom, and further 
you will find these plants all divided into distinct 
classes. In the world of flowers, as in the world of 
souls, there is law and order. 

The lives of flowers are as carefully organised 
as the lives of men, proving to us this, if we care 
to think, that there is an intelligent Mind behind 
every flower on this platform, not only a “‘ force ” 
or “‘ cause,’ but a rational Mind, guiding, directing, 
and controlling the most minute plant in Nature. 
Now you don’t require a scientific education to 
grasp this principle. You can see it before your 
eyes, every flower before you being a living illus- 
tration of the fact ; and, further, when we think of 
the flowers, they tell us of some One who is very 
generous, very good, very faithful. Year by year 
the summer days come to us like so many wagons 
heaped up full to running over with a lavish pro- 
fusion of foliage and flowers. Each day of summer 
is a silver triumphal car decked with flowers moving 
on into the New City. 
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What a blessing the flowers are to the world. 
Some of these will go to the hospital, and every 
flower will be a divine cup of heavenly love for the 
lone sufferer to drink. Some of these will go to 
homes which have been for months the abode of 
pain, and they will carry with them angel messages 
of freshness and beauty, telling of One who is ever 
good, ever loving, ever kind. 

Now, then, let us recapitulate. I have told 
you of a great Cause, and pointed out that this 
was a Power with a Mind, because of the method 
and order existing in nature, and also shown you 
that the flowers are a manifestation of generosity 
and goodness. If yousum these all up you will find 
the total is God, and I claim that this argument, 
taken from this platform and these flowers—simple 
though it be—cannot be overthrown. 

There is another great principle set forth on this 
platform, namely, that of growth: and as we think 
of it, such texts as these come into our minds: 
“ But grow up in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ’’; ‘‘ Desiring the 
sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow 
thereby.” 

“Consider the lilies, how they grow.” I like 
to think of the Church as a garden in which flowers 
grow, as it is set forth in the Canticles: “A garden 
enclosed is my Sister, my Spouse.” In a well-kept 
garden, then, there are always signs, abundant 
signs of life ; the Church is the new Eden, and she 
continually enjoys the presence of the Gardener ; 
it is His delight. ‘‘ My beloved has gone down into 
His garden, to the beds of spices, to feed in the 
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gardens, and.to gather lilies”; every redeemed 
soul is a lily planted in the garden of God, and 
that is your position and mine. We were taken 
from the wild wastes of life and set in His fair 
garden. Here we enjoy the sunlight of His love ; 
here we have the refreshing dew of His presence. 
Yea, more, He pours His own sweet life into us so 
that we grow by Him and in Him. This is our 
delightful experience : this is our exalted position— 
one of the flowers of God. 

Believer, claim it, rejoice in it, for it is yours 
when you are in the garden; it is ours to grow 
as the lily for beauty, and cast forth our roots like 
Lebanon for strength. Growth natural is much 
like growth spiritual, it is a gradual unfolding ; 
there is the seed, the stalk, and then the full flower. 
So it is with the soul, it goes on gradually develop- 
ing towards the full beauty of a lovely manhood. 
Contact with Jesus as He walks in the garden makes 
it so—the nearer the Gardener the greater the growth ; 
but, of course, as you know, the spiritual far super- 
sedes the natural. In a few days’ time all these 
lovely flowers which have been so carefully made 
will wither and die. ‘‘ The grass withereth, and the 
flower thereof falleth away.” Decay is written on 
every plant, but the flowers in Jesus’ garden go on 
growing for ever. Summer may come and go, but 
no earthly autumn ever affects the flowers of Jesus. 
Meanwhile our souls are like buds encased in this 
bodily sheath, but when the flesh drops off and is 
dissolved the bud liberated will burst into a fuller 
life to bloom for ever before the throne of God. 

The work of a minister or a Sunday-school teacher 
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is to interpret and expound Christ ; that is our chief 
work. Has it ever struck you that there is a vast 
army of teachers and preachers in the world? To 
me every flower is my teacher; every flower is a 
minister of God which speaks with fragrant lips 
of the glory of His Son ; every flower is a mirror of 
God in which one Face is reflected, the face of Christ. 
There are days in which we have what are known 
as “‘ Helps for Sunday-school Teachers,” so many 
facts and illustrations gathered together ready 
for use, and at times, I suppose, teachers find them 
useful. So it is with the summer day. It is one 
great volume bound in sunlight, stored with living 
illustrations of Christ. 

Take a few of these from this platform. In 
the first place, the flowers are beautiful in colour 
and construction; the combination of colour 
charms the eye and mind. So it is with Jesus. 
There meets in His face the fairest colours in heaven 
and earth, of love, joy, peace ; “ His cheeks are as 
a bed of spices, as sweet flowers.” Again, also, 
flowers are fragrant. The perfume of them fills 
this church, and the odour is very sweet. Well, 
then, those flowers are exalting Christ, and this is 
how, when He offered up Himself a sacrifice upon the 
Cross, we read it was “‘ a sacrifice of a sweet-smelling 
savour.” The atonement of Christ was an act 
whereby He filled heaven and earth with the odour 
of reconciliation. The fragrance of Jesus’ body 
and blood brought peace between God and man ; 
so that we know a Christian because every Christian’s 
garment smells sweetly of the myrrh of Jesus’ 
death. It is this which has made them acceptable 
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with God. Yes, Jesus was like a flower ; the flowers 
are like Him; they illustrate and exalt Him, be- 
cause He made every one, and therefore there 
is a kinship. They are His own work, and His 
works praise Him; the little flowers by the way- 
side, the heath on the hill, the blossoms in the garden 
cry aloud and shout ; they clap their hands, they 
laugh and sing in gladness as they adore the Christ. 
Christ made the flowers, the devil made the thorns, 
and is continually piercing them in the world’s 
heart. Christ is set forth in Scripture as the lily 
and the rose. Of these I have often spoken as the 
fairest among flowers, but when thinking about 
them, this thought came to me which seemed new. 
There are those who say, “ There is no rose 
without its thorn.” In one sense this is true, 
and in another it is not, for Christ, the Rose of 
Sharon, had no thorn. He never shook hands with 
a man wearing a velvet glove below which there was 
a dagger. No; He had no thorn. Many a man 
and a Christian man has said: Give me a man with 
pure motives. Find me one. Find me one who 
carried no thorn of deceit. Here He is. A rose 
without athorn. Pluck Him and wear Him close to 
your heart. He will never stab you with a cruel 
thorn. He has none. He knows, however, what a 
thorn is. Instead of crowning Him with a garland 
of flowers, they put on Hima crown ofthorns. Then, 
if you like, the rose had a thorn. The thorns of 
hate and sin destroyed and penetrated the Rose of 
Sharon. Thorns and thistles were the curse, natural 
and spiritual, laid on man at the Fall, but these 
thorns and thistles have been pressed into the 
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brow of the Rose of Sharon and lost in His sacred 
head. 

Instead of the thorn tree has come up the rose 
tree ; instead of the thistle in Eden has come up 
the lily upon Calvary; instead of the curse with 
its poisoned-tipped thorns has come the great 
fragrant refreshing blessing embedded in the heart 
of a rose, and that Rose is Christ ; therefore He 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us. 


CHAPTER XIII 


SELF-SURRENDER 
(Harvest FESTIVAL) 


“Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.”— 
JouN xii. 24. 


J ‘HESE words were the reply Jesus gave to 
certain Greeks who one day made inquiry 
concerning His Kingdom, and a strange reply it was 
and is; no doubt these Greeks were somewhat con- 
fused at such an answer. They had heard of empires 
being built and defended and conquered by armed 
force, but they never had heard before of a kingdom 
being founded through self-surrender and extended 
by means of pure, generous self-sacrifice. Our 
text this morning contains at least one great idea 
concerning the Kingdom of God—“ Self-surrender, 
the true law of propagation.” 

A solitary life is a fruitless life. Jesus says here, 
“it abideth alone.” The meaning of these words 
is quite clear and can be grasped by the most humble 
believer in our church. Every Christian is a grain 
of wheat containing the life of God, this power being 
imparted in the great act of regeneration; that 
being so, we are left very much to ourselves, and can 
keep our grain of wheat for our own benefit, or we 
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can cast it into the field to bear ae To illustrate 
what I mean, suppose I take a grain of wheat and 
wrap it in a piece of paper and lay it away most 
carefully in a drawer in my home, the wheat would 
remain intact, the husk would be all right, the 
kernel would be complete, and the mysterious thing 
we call life would lie embedded in the,corn; but so 
long as it lay in that state of security it would produce 
nothing, ‘‘ it abideth alone.” In the aloneness, then, 
of this corn of wheat, you have a symbol of selfish- 
ness in the Christian. You have known Christians, 
and so have I; they are soundly converted to God, 
they have the new life, but their one aim is the ease 
and the comfort of themselves and their own 
families and interests. Such lives are solitary and 
fruitless, they bear no fruit unto holiness; we 
never doubt their conversion, we have no suspicion 
of their uprightness in certain most important 
aspects of Christian living, but the most you can 
say of such is: they live alone like a corn of wheat 
which has not been thrown into the ground. . The 
same law of which we have just been speaking is 
in operation in the financial world. Suppose you 
have a sum of money of your own, and you roll 
it up in a napkin and keep it, say, in a safe in your 
home, under lock and key, it remains always in the 
same state; but when you take out your money 
and bury it in some sound investment, as you would 
the corn of wheat, in due time substantial interest 
is the result ; and as we often say, ‘‘ Money makes 
money,’ the principle then at work in the fields and 
among our men of business holds good in the region 
of our moral life and spiritual being. If you live a 
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life of selfishness it is a solitary, useless existence, 
yielding no return either to God or man. The 
end of such a life is awful to contemplate. Imagine 
a man on the Judgment Day standing before God. 
I can picture him now, I can hear him say, “ Here I 
am, O God ; lam saved but, alas, Iam alone, alone!” 
The very thought of standing fruitless before God 
makes a cold shudder pass through my soul. Think 
of it—saved, but solitary and fruitless as an unsown 
corn of wheat! Christian brother, will that be your 
state, will you lay your talent at the feet of God, 
wrapped up in a napkin, quite safe but never having 
been used, and because of your want of desire to invest 
it, return the money without any additional interest ? 
Now is the time to invest for God, now is the time to 
sow, so as to bear fruit for eternity; cast yourself 
unreservedly into the soil and the harvest is sure. 
This leads me then to the next main thought. I 
find in the text— 

Life develops through death. “‘ Ifit die, it bringeth 
forth fruit.”” There you see at once what I mean: 
“ Tf it die.” The seed must die in order to produce 
a greater abundance of life. At the back end of 
the year the farmer sows his wheat, not in the spring, 
as many think—by the time of spring the wheat is 
already above the ground; but the point we are 
dealing with is, when the farmer casts his seed into 
the ground, the various forces in nature play upon it— 
in a word, the hand of death crushes the walls of the 
husk in pieces ; but in doing so there is a liberation 
of life. Death is the key which unlocks the im- 
prisoned power of life and sets it free, so that the 
wheat expands, producing perhaps many times its own 
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quantity. The same thing happens with the large 
bean which you have seen growing in the fields ; the 
seed bean dies under the pressure of nature, but in 
dying sends up a stalk with lovely blossoms, which 
by and by develop into pods and every one full of 
beans. Now what is that but life coming out of 
death, destruction producing greater expansion. 
This common law, then, of the harvest is one of the 
central ideas in Jesus’ experience and teaching— 
propagation by self-surrender. It was not till Jesus 
died that His tremendous power was felt ; in Jesus’ 
life you have miracle, parable, and prayer. He 
healed the sick and raised the dead, He taught the — 
highest wisdom that ever fell from the lips of man, 
His parables are immortal pictures which will hang 
on the walls of all the centuries, His teaching is. 
imperishable, but if you notice these were not 
sufficient to usher in the new Kingdom; it required 
the death of Jesus to liberate the great forces resident 
in His being, the power burst upon the world when 
He died and not before. During His life He attracted 
great crowds, but when He died the Kingdom truly 
took root ; when the husk of Jesus’ precious life was 
crushed upon the Cross, the stream broke out in the 
desert and made it blossom as the rose. What seemed 
to be termination and failure in the eyes of the 
world, was for Jesus germination and glorious 
expansion ; after His death His Kingdom began to 
grow with great rapidity. Witness the preaching of 
Peter ; he went into the streets of Jerusalem and pro- 
claimed the sacrificial death of Jesus. And what was 
the result? Jerusalem became like a vast harvest- 
field, and three thousand golden sheaves were reaped 
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for God, and so we trace the growth of the early 
Church after the Crucifixion. On every side there 
was expansion : at Corinth, Rome, Ephesus, Colosse, 
Thessalonica, and Philippi, churches were founded, 
these centres being nothing less than productive 
harvest-fields, where the song of the reaper was 
often heard; and since then we notice with what 
rapidity the Kingdom has spread. To-day we have 
the Church of Christ bearing tremendous influence 
upon the life of the world, and yet when we think 
of it, all this conquering power, all this power of 
reproduction coming from one seed corn of wheat 
planted at Calvary ; or, to get away from figures, 
one man, who was both God and Man, by one act of 
sublime self-surrender has established a Kingdom 
that is destined to rule over the world. Jesus, in a 
moment of the greatest weakness, sowed Himself in 
the soil of the world with the full knowledge that 
from His death there would be an abundant harvest ; 
out of His death has come life, from His great act 
of self-surrender His Kingdom has grown like a corn 
of wheat. 

We must die to become useful. I use the word 
“die” in the sense that Paul uses it, when he speaks 
of dying daily ; and here, again, let us turn to the 
wheat. When the farmer sowed the wheat it was 
completely under his control, he could take it up 
and cast it into any part of the field that he thought 
best and where it would yield the greatest harvest. 
Your life, then, and mine should be given up to God ; 
each of us should go to God and lay in His hand our 
grain of wheat, giving Him the full right to sow us 
in any field He may choose. This will cost you 
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labour, pain, crucifixion, even death; you will die 
just as the wheat dies, but such a death will magnify 
God and make the world brighter and better. Look 
at this principle as it is to be found in everyday life. 
What is a mother very often but a grain of wheat 
hidden in some little country village, or buried in 
some back street of a city; and the way we know 
she is there is this: go to yonder workshop on a 
Monday morning and you will find there a fine young 
fellow; look at him as he comes to his work, he is 
wearing a clean collar and snow-white “‘ overalls,’’ he 
has graceful manners, and altogether he is a gentle- 
man in speech and action. Iask him, “ Have you a 
mother ?”’ and he replies “ Yes,’’ naming a small 
country village. ‘‘Is she a Christian?” “ Yes.” 
Quite so, you see then the result of dying to be 
useful. The mother is in one sense buried in the 
obscurity of the little village, content to beso ; she- 
has toiled many years, but in dying she has sent 
forth fruit in a noble son, who carries with him the 
influences and marks of a godly home. He is the 
product of self-surrender and self-forgetfulness, 
The rivers of goodness have their rise in the foun- 
tains of self-surrender. The trees of goodness are 
nourished by and only grow in the soil of self-sur- 
render. Another striking illustration of this same 
principle is to be found in the lives of those who have 
left a lasting impression upon the world ; they reached 
the highest point of usefulness through surrender. 
There is the name dear to me and to many more 
besides—C. H. Spurgeon ;! but for him hundreds 


* A new volume of Sermons was reviewed in Expository Times, 
June 1922. 
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would not be in the ministry. Hecame to London 
and began in a small chapel ; by and by the Taber- 
nacle, then the College, and Orphanage, and Alms- 
houses grew up round about him, and to-day his 
sermons are read by thousands in all parts of the 
world ; and yet he was only a corn of wheat, who 
allowed himself to be thrown into the soil of the 
world unreservedly by God. From that one yielded, 
consecrated life there has sprung an abundant 
harvest, usefulness through surrender. And what 
is true of Mr. Spurgeon was also true in the first 
instance of his Master; at Calvary, Jesus was 
buried in the earth like a corn of wheat, and to-day 
thousands are gathering at His feet in lowly adora- 
tion ; cathedrals and churches are built everywhere 
in honour of His name, hundreds are telling the 
story of His cross and sacrifice for sin. There are 
to-day 1,460,000,000 people in the world, and of 
these 500,000,000 are living under Christian rule and 
recognise Christian standards of living ; and better, 
thousands of these are out-and-out followers of Jesus, 
and all this from one life which believed in self- 
surrender. Jesus founded and spread His Kingdom, 
not by resistance, not by knowledge alone, not by 
treachery, greed, or deceit, or any form of human 
force, but the opposite—surrender, surrender! Out 
of the frost of death have blossomed the flowers of life, 
out of the darkness of the grave has flashed the light 
of life ; He was sown in great weakness and shame, 
but He reproduced Himself in great honour and 
glory. Ihope, then, beloved, Ihave shown you and 
reminded myself of the true life to live in order to 
produce a harvest of never-dying influence. Die 
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daily and you will live for ever, have a supreme 
contempt for ease and pleasure, think no sacrifice 
too great for your fellow-men and God ; the more 
we yield, the greater the reward, the more we give 
up, the more we get. Self-forgetfulness brings an 
abundant harvest in the world to come, but selfish- 
ness will mean eternal want and ruin—a lost soul. 
“He that loveth his life shall lose it ; but he that 
hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life 
eternal.’’ God help us, then, to live lives of complete 
surrender, so as to leave a permanent influence upon 
this world, and gain an abundant entrance into the 
next, 


So when a good man dies, 
For years beyond his ken, 

The light he leaves behind him lies 
Upon the paths of men, 


CHAPTER XIV 
THE FUTURE DESTINY OF THE WICKED 


“ These shall go away into everlasting punishment.’”’—Marr. 
XXv. 46. 


OME people imagine the Old Testament to 

be a book of gloom and fear, with more 

or less of threatening and law; it may be news for 
you to know that it says very little about Hell. 
This subject is unveiled and expounded with tre- 
mendous emphasis in the New. Hell is not much 
mentioned under law although it is there, but it 
burns with great fierceness in the dispensation of 
the Gospel. Hell is found in the Book which men 
call a volume of love and mercy. The Teacher of 
this awful truth concerning the destiny of the 
wicked is not Paul, or Peter, or Luke; there is very 
little said about it in the Epistles. It is Jesus who 
describes the doom of the impenitent. The King 
of love and mercy is also the Prince of wrath and 
fear. This text is one of the sayings of Jesus, 
“These shall go away into everlasting punishment ” 
From the lips of Jesus there dropped words which 
were sweet as honey and fragrant as flowers, and 
again He spoke in language dark as a thunderbolt 
and fiery as a lightning flash. The doctrine of 
future punishment is based upon the VERY WORDS 
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of Jesus. In order to discuss with you, then, the 
future state of the wicked, notice the wicked shall 
live after death. Without appearing to be a judge 
of other men, let us suppose we have a man before 
us dying, who has lived a bad life. When he has 
closed his eyes in death he is not done with life; 
his body may die, but his soul is immortal; he will 
waken up again in Hell to suffer the just punish- 
ment for all the evil deeds he has ever committed 
in this present world. Let it be clearly understood 
that God never damns a man, every sinner brings 
about his own condemnation and makes his own 
Hell, Character sends every man to his own com- 
pany, like draws to like both in this world and the 
next ; a bad man here seeks the company of wicked 
men, and in the next world his desires are just the 
same, he loves the society of evil-doers. We read 
that when Judas was let go, of his own accord he 
went to his “own place.” The character of the 
wicked makes them gravitate towards the state 
and abode of sin. Jesus taught this in the Parable 
of the Rich Man who lived sumptuously every day, 
forgetting God; when he reached the next world 
he was in the place of darkness and torment, with 
apparently every faculty of his soul in full vigour. 
His memory was good, his affections were as intense 
as could be imagined, for he wanted to send a message 
to his brothers on earth warning them about the 
torture of “‘the pit.” His desires were the same 
as ever, for he felt thirsty;and wanted a drink of 
water ; altogether he was a real man with a living 
soul fully alive to his horrible surroundings, showing 
clearly that the wicked live after death. 
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This leads me, then, to my second point, as well 
as already suggesting it, that the wicked are punished 
after death. We all admit this, and say that as a 
matter of common justice every man should pay 
the penalty of wrong-doing. We feel therefore, 
concerning the wicked, God will deal with them in 
His own appointed way ; a man may live a life of 
fraud which the laws of the country cannot touch, 
he may practise deceit and hypocrisy, but the day of 
reckoning awaits him. Sometimes young men make 
up their minds to live a gay life just for a bit, con- 
soling themselves that sin done in secret will not 
be found out, and hence they have enjoyment 
with the hope of escaping penalty. Punishment is 
often evaded in this world, but as sure as God lives 
there is another life to face after this ; “after death 
the judgment.” 

Three men went out one summer’s night, 
No care had they nor aim, 


And dined and drank. Ere we go home, 
They said, we’ll have a ‘‘game.” 


Three girls began that summer’s night 
A life of endless shame, 

And went through drink, disease, and death, 
As swift as racing flame. 


Lawless and homeless, foul they died ; 
Rich, loved, and praised the men ; 
But when they all shall meet with God, 

And justice speaks—What then ? 


Yes, that is it. What then? What is to be 
the reward of the sinner, opinions differ very much. 
Surely it cannot be extinction or annihilation of 
the soul; this seems to many to be a much more 
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acceptable method of punishment than that of 
eternal torment. There are two theories at least 
held by Annihilationists which seem plausible 
and at once appeal to the unguarded mind; they 
are these: (1) Sin weakens and destroys the soul, 
so that by and by, when sin has gone on long enough, 
the light is extinguished and the LIFE IS SNUFFED 
OUT AND THE SOUL DIES. The unreasonableness of 
this theory is easily seen. In common life you find 
many men living in sin, but alongside this there is 
often a development of great mental power; for 
instance, the intellect of Napoleon gathered force 
and grew up to the time he was made a prisoner. 
Further, this theory gives the greatest sinner the 
quickest release from his sin, leaving the man of 
less transgression to suffer most. The other theory 
held by certain Annihilationists is: (2) That 
between death and resurrection there is a space 
of time, and during this period God punishes men, 
the suffering of which gradually terminates in 
death. In answer to this we say that such teaching 
is not to be found in the Word of God. Among 
the fathers of the Church it was held by some, such 
as Justin Martyr, who, apparently, taught the 
doctrine of the extinction of the soul, for he writes : 
“When it is necessary the soul should cease to 
exist, life is withdrawn.”’ Much as we honour such 
men, we cannot afford to accept any teaching not 
based upon the Word of God. To my mind the 
whole position is untenable and cannot be defended, 
because it does not admit of degrees in punishment. 
In Luke’s Gospel, xii. 47, we find that some are to 
be, beaten with many stripes, and some with few ; 
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and, further, in 2 Tim. iv. 14, Paul writes: 
“ Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the 
Lord reward him according to his works.” The 
same Apostle also, when writing to the Romans, 
says in chapter ii. 6: ‘“‘ Who will render to every 
man according to his deeds.” The Scriptures 
clearly teach that both for the righteous and the 
wicked there will be endless variety and different 
kinds of reward. All sinners are not equally bad 
(although one sin will land a man in Hell). God 
will deal with each individually, allocating a just 
measure of punishment, but Annihilationism puts 
all men on the one level without distinction, and 
blots them out. The absurdity of the position is 
self-evident and does not appeal to the thinking 
mind as true. The punishment of the wicked I 
believe to be—and let me say it solemnly and low— 
ETERNAL TORMENT. Jesus says in Matt. xxv. 41: 
“Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels.” ‘‘ These 
shall go away into everlasting punishment.” Now 
I do not mean a literal pile on which bodies are 
heaped one upon another and are continually 
roasting in fire—such an idea is cruel, crude, and 
makes our blood run cold to think of it; but I 
mean something worse, “outer darkness,” where 
there is weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth. 
My idea of Hell is: (1) A man alone with his own 
conscience and sin. (2) A man among thousands 
of the same kind and worse. (3) A man separated 
for ever from the presence of God, in a place where 
not one gleam of love ever penetrates, and the soul 
is cast off by its Maker. The agony of sin which is 
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sometimes felt here shall be intensified a thousand 
times, and the awful words of Jesus I read to you 
to-night shall be found to be doubly true, ‘‘ where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” 
The viper of sin will continually poison the soul with 
its venomous sting. I will not enlarge upon the 
suffering, but leave you to think about the never- 
ending pain of the impenitent soul. Concerning 
this doctrine the saintly Robert Murray McCheyne 
says that a man should never preach eternal punish- 
ment without tears in his eyes. It was the thought 
of this awful truth which moved Christ to such whole- 
hearted service. Why did He pray all night? 
Why did He suffer shame and spitting ? Why did 
the tears flow down His cheeks on Olivet ? Why 
did the blood drop from Him as sweat in Gethse- 
mane? Why did He die the cruel death of the 
Cross ? It was because He felt as no other could 
feel, it was because He knew as no other could 
know, that souls were damned and doomed for ever. 
Oh, men and women, this is a solemn time, this 
is a momentous subject; repent in the name of 
Christ, I beseech you, or your soul is lost! Take 
care, I pray you, that on the great day you are 
not cast into outer darkness, far from God, and 
with no hope. Arise! Arise! Flee from the 
wrath to come ! 

There are two words which are often used to 
describe the punishment of the wicked—“ for 
ever’ and “eternal.” Although they appear as 
three, they are really only two in the original. 
The former is found ninety-five times in the New 
Testament, and the latter sixty-six. It is quite 
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_ true that these words may only mean “‘ age-long,”’ 
as Dr. Clarke, in his Outlines of Theology, puts the 
matter when he says on page 477: “‘ The word 
‘qiontos,’ everlasting, applied in Matt. xxv. 46 
to the life and punishment that follow judgment, 
is a far-reaching word, which probably does not 
mean ‘endless,’ but does mean ‘ unmeasured,’ or 
“measured only by ages,’ stretching on with no 
end in sight. It does not affirm or deny the exist- 
ence of an end, but it sees no end.” A little ex- 
planation from another source will help to dispel 
any doubt about punishment being endless. Dr. 
Strong, a man with a master mind of great scholar- 
ship, says with an air of certainty, in his work on 
Systematic Theology, “‘ that no other words can be 
found in the Greek language to express endlessness.”’ 
To my mind there can be no other interpretation 
put upon the words than “ endlessness.”” The 
same adjective which describes eternal bliss de- 
scribes eternal misery—if the one is true, the 
other cannot be false. Another objection that is 
often put forward against eternal torment is how 
can you get over such texts as these: “‘ The soul 
that sinneth it shall die,” and “‘ The wages of sin 
is death’? ? We reply that literal death or extinc- 
tion is not meant, and prove this by other parts of 
the Word of God ; for instance: God said to Adam 
and Eve, “‘ In the day thou eatest the fruit thereof 
thou shalt surely die,’ but Adam and Eve did not 
drop down dead in Eden ; no, they were alive many 
years after, although expelled from the presence of 
God. In the Parable of the Prodigal Son, “ This 
my son was dead and is alive again,” he did not 
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expire among the swine troughs of the far country 
and then rise from the dead. In both these in- 
stances, and many more which might be quoted, 
death means separation and banishment from God, 
giving us the strange sad paradox of a living death. 
And now I come to another objection, and this shall 
be my last effort in support of endless torment. 
Many people say that the punishment is out of 
proportion to the sin committed. To this we 
reply, it depends upon your idea of what sin is; 
this is where all kinds of wrong thinking start 
concerning the punishment of the wicked. Sin is 
an enormous thing, and, alas! many of us are not 
honest enough to admit its size and also its vileness. 
Has it ever struck you that one sin has in it great 
productive powers. One sin is the fountain out 
of which has run a muddy stream, leaving its black 
mark on every century, and every individual in 
the human race. By one sin the world was dragged 
from the lofty heights of purity down to the valley 
of darkest shame. Sin is a force that never dies 
in the impenitent heart, and in Mark’s Gospel, 
chapter iii., there is ‘‘ eternal sin’; the one then 
is nothing else than the correlate of the other. If 
sin stopped in this world it would be quite different, 
but it never ceases, so that you have eternal or 
endless punishment set over against eternal or 
endless sin. The greatness of sin is further seen 
in the Cross. Hell and the Cross both exhibit 
the exceeding sinfulness of sin. Just think of the 
magnitude of the sacrifice: God sent His well- 
beloved Son into the world to carry the penalty 
due to sin. The choicest object of His heart’s 
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affection, Christ in His spotless humanity, His 
peerless and omnipotent divinity, Christ who was 
part of Himself, and in whom dwelt all the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily. Oh that I had a thousand 
tongues, every one would speak of the greatness of 
the sacrifice, and then would fail to exaggerate 
the atoning worth of Christ! Think of Him; 
on the Cross He was forsaken of God and died of a 
broken heart out of which flowed blood and water— 
a sacrifice surpassing human thought to fully under- 
stand ; you see, then, that God deals in things of 
awful magnitude. Great mercy if rejected is 
followed by great punishment. Had God left men 
to find out'a way of salvation for themselves and 
they had missed the path, then endless punishment 
would have been out of all proportion to the sin ; 
but when God provides freely the sacrifice of Jesus 
at such tremendous cost, and men deliberately 
trample the blood of the Everlasting Covenant 
under their feet and reject so great a salvation, you 
must agree with me that the character of God 
shines out as beautiful as ever in all its perfection, 
great in mercy but just as great, although not quite 
as acceptable to the human mind, in the sternness 
of His justice. The modern god that many wor- 
ship, even if he were only human, would be im- 
perfect ; in these days benevolence is everything in 
the Creator. But that is the work of the devil. This 
view of God is the cause of lax conduct among 
Christians, and the spirit of indifference among 
the unconverted. Although my words may have 
an iron ring in their tone and texture, I say them 
with a sense of solemnity and responsibility ; if 
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any man to whom I speak to-night persists in a life 
of evil, his soul shall suffer endless torment, these 
shall go away into everlasting punishment. Men 
and women, how can I stop entreating, what shall 
I’do to save you from certain damnation ; tell me, 
O Holy Spirit, what to say, that I may bring the 
unsaved to Christ. Believe on Him, and instead 
of hell and darkness, thou shalt have heaven and 
light, a crown of gold, and life for evermore. 


CHAPTER XV 
THE SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST 


“ Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see 
Him, and they also which pierced Him: and all kindreds of the 
earth shall wail because of Him. Even so, Amen.”—REV. i. 7. 


ET us now look at an important subject 
which is very dear to a great and ever- 
increasing section of the Church of God. In doing 
so, I would like to point out that, although our 
Lord is coming again and that soon, which indeed 
we hope He may, yet no one knows the day nor 
the hour, no, not even the angels of heaven; yet 
possibly they will be among the first to hear of 
His Second Coming, as they were present in great 
glory at the first advent. 

It is a comfort to feel that our Lord fs not absent 
to-day from His Church and the world, and that 
the Church is not forlorn and helpless, wandering 
and forgotten in a lonely wilderness. This is the 
age of the Holy Spirit, and He is in the individual 
Christian, and in the collective body of believers ; 
for a converted and baptized Church the promise 
reads, “‘Go ye therefore, and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; 
teaching them to observe all things, whatsoever I 
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have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world.” Our 
Lord is present at every true service in the midst of 
His people. 

It is a triumphant thought that He is coming 
again, and those who are faithful will share in His 
victory ; but His presence here and now, through the 
Ministry of the Holy Spirit, sustains and strengthens 
us in our common fight against evil, and enables us 
to endure all things for the sake of the Kingdom of 
God. 

We do not think the Gospel is a failure ; but it is 
quite true there is much evil everywhere, and no 
one knows this better than the Christian minister, 
who sees it very often in forms that are hidden from 
the eyes of the average Christian. The Gospel has 
its victories, and these can be seen in different 
directions ; but we shall never have complete victory 
until Christ comes, all must admit. The patient 
service in prayer, money, and effort rendered by 
thousands of devout souls everywhere, especially 
in this country and America, where I spent some 
happy years, must not be overlooked; if we do 
so we shut our eyes to the truth. 

Service for Christ cannot be a failure, it is fearfully 
difficult, tests our faith to the limit, and it may 
produce small results ; but to say that the Gospel 
has failed, is too discouraging to be true. To me 
one of the greatest miracles of our age is the survival 
of the Christian Church; many things went down 
with the War, but the Church lives, and will live 
till Christ comes to take her home to Himself. The 
Bridegroom will take care of His Bride. She is 
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like Himself, being His Body, and is consequently 
despised, misrepresented, and often rejected. When 
Jesus died on the Cross many thought He had failed, 
and what was said about Him in moments of 
humiliation is said about His Church. 

With such a task confronting her every day, 
if the Church had not been Divine she could not 
have endured. 

There is no other organisation in the world that 
attempts to rebuke the World of Sin but the Church, 
and consequently her critics are legion ; the sovereign 
truth, however, still stands, ‘‘ I will build My Church, 
and the gates of Hell shall not prevail against her.” 

Do not let the slow progress of the Kingdom, as 
some think, damp or destroy our enthusiasm for 
missionary effort. In face of an evil world that 
seeks to depress all good men and hinder the spread 
of the Gospel, let our hearts be so filled with the 
Spirit of God and strengthened through fellowship 
with Him that there will be no slackening of our 
efforts to evangelise the masses of unconverted 
at home or abroad, “ till He come.” 

The great day of His coming is one of the most 
significant messages of the whole Bible. Dr. Torrey 
claims that it is mentioned in one way or another 
318 times in the 260 chapters of the New Testa- 
ment, and occupies one in every twenty-five verses 
of the New Testament from Matthew to Revelation. 
In the verse we have chosen, the Apostle John has 
a vision of the Second Advent, where he sees the 
personal return of our Lord, and here the fact is 
stated, ‘“‘ Behold, He cometh.” 

1 What the Bible Teaches, p. 195. 
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‘He cometh”; you remember when our Lord 
was taken up into Heaven before the eyes of His 
disciples in person, two men stood by them in 
white, and said, “‘ He shall so come in like manner 
as ye have seen Him go into Heaven”; but long 
before this the patriarch Job said, “He shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth”’; and our 
Lord during His lifetime distinctly said, “If I go 
away, I will come again and receive you unto My- 
self’; and the Apostle Paul in his Epistles corro- 
borates and expounds the same truth. 

The descent of Jesus into this world will be on 
a grand scale. ‘‘ He cometh with clouds.” The 
clouds as we look at them suggest many spiritual 
lessons where there is the idea of Mystery, “‘ clouds 
and darkness are round about Him,” and we wonder 
what He will do when He comes. Purposes that 
have been hidden in His mind and concealed from 
us will be made manifest ; but there will still be in 
Christ the life that cannot be fully comprehended, 
and His presence will inspire us with awe and 
reverence. The clouds have other ideas, such as 
Beauty and Mercy, and perhaps the main idea is 
that of Power. The clouds are high above us in a 
commanding position, and as they move along the 
face of the sky they suggest swift-moving force, in 
fact, our Lord Himself in His teaching on this 
same subject says, “ They shall see the Son of Man 
coming in the clouds of Heaven with power and 
great glory.” 

The clouds are the divine chariots of our Omni- 
potent Lord. Trench thinks they denote terror. 
A very able scholar says it is all subjective, the 
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Heaven on which He is to appear is the individual 
soul, and the clouds are the clouds of thought and 
feeling that roll within ; but so far as I understand 
the New Testament, the scene is objective and 
literal, so as to arrest the attention of the whole 
world. I firmly believe He is now on His way. 
Some competent expositors think that in this word 
“cometh”” He is, as it were, moving towards us 
every moment and there is no pause, and that all 
movements going on around us are preparing the 
way for one great event—‘‘ He is coming.” The 
train of events which will bring Him to us has long 
begun to move. 

A Universal Vision, ‘‘ Every eye shall see Him,” 
is an event in which all men will have some kind of 
interest. Here, again, is the literal appearance. 

We cannot tell exactly what He will look like, 
but I always think of Him as He was on the Mount 
of Transfiguration; it is, however, very clearly 
stated, “‘ we shall see Him.”’ Men of all ages and 
lands will see Him. Every eye shall see Him. 
From the time of Adam to the last child born, they 
shall all be brought face to face with Christ. Many 
refuse to look at Him to-day, but in that day each 
individual will be compelled to look. To Him 
shall the gathering of the people be, willingly or 
unwillingly, and there will be no escape at last from 
the presence of Christ. 

The Apostle repeats the same idea in a collective 
sense. All nations shall be there—those sunk 
in heathenism which evoke our pity and call 
for our service. The civilised nations, Christian 
and non-Christian, of all lands shall see Him; 
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this includes all social grades and all mental 
types. 

How vivid the appearance of our Lord will be! 
Here to many He is only a name, and to others He 
is known in the Spirit as the Christ who dwells 
within the human heart, and who is also seen in 
Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and in the Scriptures ; 
but in that great day we are to see Him as He is; 
and it will be a full view of His person, no mere 
passing glance, but a sight of Him with nothing 
to intercept our vision. What a sight! And 
when we look He will know the person in all his 
life and character who is thus gazing at Him. 

What a contrast to His first advent ! 

He came in obscure and lowly guise in a stable, 
and in the form of a helpless little child, and through- 
out His whole life He was an object of humiliation 
and grief. 

When He rode into Jerusalem in a moment of 
triumph, He rode on an ass; but when He appears 
the second time without sin unto salvation, He will 
come in great power, riding on the clouds of Heaven. 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, the coming Christ 
is the ‘‘ blessed Hope of the Christian Church, but 
the terror and Judge of every evil-doer.” 

In the stable He was an outcast from society, 
but in the clouds He is the accepted of God, and 
the irresistible conqueror of the world, possessed 
of all power in Heaven and all authority on 
Earth. 

The Second Advent of Christ will cause both 
sorrow and joy, and His appearance will be for 
some a time of great distress. ‘‘ And they also which 
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pierced Him, and all kindreds of the earth shall wail 
because of Him.” 

The murderers of Christ will mourn. John alone 
in the crucifixion of Jesus mentions the piercing of 
His sacred side. The soldiers that put our Lord to 
death shall be filled with sorrow as they behold 
Christ, the awfulness of their sin will be intensified 
by His presence; but many more pierced Him, 
Pilate did, Judas did, the scribes and Pharisees 
did, and all who treat Christ with hostility, scorn, 
or cruel indifference are still wounding His heart. 
To those who have rejected Christ the remorse 
and anguish is pictured here as wailing; this is 
certainly subjective. For those who see Him, says 
Dr. Milligan, “it will be a Physical act which will 
give a mental impression and awaken the spiritual 
life.’”’ For those, then, who have persistently trodden 
the blood of the everlasting covenant under their 
feet, they shall wail, because their day of grace is 
past and they have no hope of salvation, and it will 
be remorse that cannot bedescribed.t. Mr. Spurgeon 
has a solemn note on this word “ wail.’’ ‘‘ I cannot 
put into English the full meaning of that express- 
ive word wail. Sound it at length and it conveys 
its own meaning. It is as when men wring their 
hands and burst into a loud cry; or as when 
Eastern women in their anguish rend their garments, 
and lift up their voices with the most mournful 
notes. ‘All kindreds of the earth shall wail,’ 
wail as a mother laments over her dead child; 
wail as a man might wail who found himself hope- 
lessly imprisoned and doomed to die. Such will be 

1 Quoted in Great Texts, Revelation, p. 25. 
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the hopeless grief of all the kindreds of the earth 
at the sight of Christ in the clouds: if they remain 
impenitent, they shall not be able to be silent, they 
shall not be able to conceal their anguish. Will 
your voice be heard in that wailing ? ” 

There is another class to whom the appearance 
of Jesus will be a source of Joy.. There are those 
who have been watching, waiting, and serving for 
years, and their prayer has been, “‘ Come, Lord 
Jesus.’’ When that prayer is answered bythe coming 
of Christ, He will get a glad welcome from millions 
of hearts. They will greet Him with joyous Halle- 
lujahs. Evenso, Amen. The Apostle agrees that 
the coming of Christ is the right and only climax of 
all human affairs, it is just and right that it should 
be so; well then, so let it be, not that He rejoices 
in the doom of the wicked, but He glories in the 
triumph of righteousness. 

The coming of Christ is the proper ending of the 
present state of the world. 

Many mysteries will be made plain, all imperfec- 
tions in us and in the world would be removed ; 
we shall be changed into His glorious image. 

Immorality, Excessive use of Strong Drink, and 
all Social evils would cease ; the antagonism between 
Capital and Labour would be at an end; War with 
its Sin and Sorrow and bloodshed would be no more. 
The reign of Universal error would be over in the 
presence of the great Prince of peace. Come quickly, 
Lord Jesus, come. Even so, Amen. 


CHAPTER XVI 
A CHRISTMAS GREETING 


“ The Father Himself loveth you.” —Joun xvi. 27. 


ESUS here reminds the disciples of the Father, 

] and no phase of Truth is sweeter to the 

Christian heart than a correct view of the 
Fatherhood of God. 

We see in this chapter the work of the Holy 
Spirit clearly’ defined, and it is the Son of God 
who gives the outline of His personality and mission ; 
but in addition we have, as in our text, the assurance 
of a Father’s love. 

Christ, then, indirectly says: “‘ The Spirit loves 
you, I love you, the Father loves you’’; when we 
sum these up we have the Trinity in the Godhead 
with the love of each person centred upon us. 

But Jesus makes a distinction and emphasises 
the fact of the Father’s love, and says: ‘‘ The 
Father Himself.” He might have said: ‘“ The 
Father loveth you”; but no, He adds “ Himself,” 
to make the word “ Father ”’ more impressive and 
add significance to all its hidden meaning. 

All that a good earthly father is, God is, and a 
great deal more, but Jesus uses this everyday illus- 
tration in its sweetest sense to convey to ordinary 
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137 


138 LIFE’S GREATEST FORCES 


“Tike as a father pitieth his children, so the 
Lord pitieth them that fear Him.” 

Yes, just like a father, ever patient, ever 
generous, but at the same time stern and just ; 
love—true love—has always in it the element of 
uprightness. 

“The Father Himself loveth you.” 

The verb “‘ loveth”’ is one which speaks of deep, 
tender affection, and points out that streams of 
compassion from God’s heart flow out towards you, 
and that the soft, white light of His pity is con- 
tinually shining upon you. Last week a friend 
sent me a copy of Rotherham’s emphasised New 
Testament. On opening it and looking at this 
text, I found as a liberal rendering: ‘‘ The Father 
Himself dearly loves you.” I read it over several 
times, and my heart leaped with joy as I repeated 
the word “dearly.” Just think of it, “‘ dearly loves 
you’’; say it to yourself and feel the sweetness, 
“dearly loves me.’’ The disciples were dear to the 
Father, and so are we, because of the price paid 
by Christ. The literal meaning of “ dear ” is high 
in price, of great value, very precious ; we of our- 
selves are of very little value, but the Redeemer’s 
blood has made us the “dearly loved” of the 
Father, God. ‘“‘ Not redeemed by such corruptible 
things as silver and gold, but by the precious blood.” 
God is fonder of us than any earthly father can be 
of his child, for His is perfect love. We stand high 
in His estimation, being joint-heirs with Christ. 
But some will say such gospel gives you great licence 
and makes you lazy. Not at all; the fact of God 
loving me so deeply makes me eager and careful 
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not to grieve His tender heart by any act of sin; 
the knowledge of His great love creates a wholesome 
fear of sin. 

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the 
sons of God.” ‘ The Father Himself loveth you.” 

I can see then, in this little exposition, three 
beautiful lessons, and they are these: firstly, A 
message for any one with a disturbed mind. 

The disciples were almost broken-hearted at 
the departure of Jesus, their minds were in a state 
of great commotion, but Jesus soothed them with 
the peace-giving words: “The Father Himself 
loveth you.” 

Do I speak to any one with a troubled heart ? 
Will you let me offer you this beautiful flower ? 
The other day, as I sat in my study, God lifted 
a slab in the golden floor, and this rose fell on my 
desk, when a voice from heaven said: ‘“ Take 
this fragrant flower with you on Christmas morning ; 
very likely you will have some one in the congre- 
gation tired and weary.” To you then, my brother, 
I present this heavenly blossom, fresh from the 
hand of God. ‘“‘ The Father Himself loveth you.” 

Secondly, A message for the lonely heart. 

To-day, while others are feasting and jolly, 
you have felt alone in the world. Perhaps you 
belong to the country and are unable to go home for 
the holiday; or it may be you have been thinking 
of friends and faces now no more, they dwell serene 
with God across the river. Christmas-time fills 
many hearts with thoughts of loved ones now in the 
New Country over which other skies are bending. 
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Do you then feel solitary in life? Let me do for 
you what Jesus did for His lonely followers, fortify 
you with and remind you of the love of God. “ The 
Father Himself loveth you.” 

The other day a knock came to my study door, 
after which it was gently opened. The person, how- 
ever, did not come in; He held the handle on the 
outside so that I could not see Him, and through 
the aperture pushed a snow-white hand containing 
a little golden casket with instructions to carry it 
to the church on Christmas morning. This was 
the hand of God, the casket was this beautiful text. 
Is there an aching heart in this congregation through 
loneliness ? Let me break this box of costly 
spikenard in your presence, so that its sweetness and 
fragrance may banish your pain: “‘ The Father 
Himself loveth you,” 

And now for the last lesson we have here in the 
texts 

Thirdly, A message to make us contented in life. 

The thought that God loves us makes the heart 
absolutely satisfied, whatever our lot may be. 
Others round about you, perhaps, seem to have a 
greater supply of this world’s goods, but your 
store is not quite so large; your Christmas enjoy- 
ment, then, must be altogether on a much smaller 
scale. Quite so, but then you have the Father’s 
love ; this in itself forms a choice banquet, this is a 
deep-flowing river which quenches every craving 
of the heart, this is the heavenly treasure and the 
pearl of great price—you are full and abound with 
the Father’s love. Go then, beloved, to your 
Christmas gatherings, whether to the lonely home 
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or to the large family circle, glad in the love of the 
Father. 

You may have much to grace your board or 
you may have little, you may have many friends 
or few, but do not forget this, give it a lodging-place 
in the inner chamber of your soul, and you will 
spend a Happy Christmas, which I wish you with 
all my heart. “‘ The Father Himself loveth you.” 


Oh, love of God, how strong and true, 
Eternal and yet ever new ; 
Uncomprehended and unbought 
Beyond all knowledge and all thought! 


Oh, love of God, how deep and great ! 
Far deeper than man’s deepest hate, 
Self-fed, self-kindled, like the light, 
Changeless, eternal, infinite, 


CHAPTER XVII 
HE WILL SEE ME THROUGH 


“‘T have made, and I will bear.”—Isa. xlvi. 4. 


BOUT the time this chapter was written, Cyrus, 
the Persian King, conquered Babylon, set 
the captives free, and sent them home to their own 
country. The position is just this. It is the eve 
of deliverance, and they do not know it ; but Isaiah 
does, and he comforts them with the hope of coming 
release. To put it in a modern way, he says in 
substance, “‘ Keep your heart up,” ‘ Be of good 
cheer,”’ “‘ Do not despair,’ “‘ God will not forsake 
you; He will see you through,” “‘I have borne, 
and I will bear.” 

This text forms one of the brightest promises in 
the Word of God. A promise like this is sometimes 
taken possession of by the saint, as if it were his 
exclusive property, but it is good to remember 
that every saint was once a sinner, and I am right 
in saying that this promise may be claimed by the 
sinful soul. One of God’s deep desires is to carry 
the sin and the sinner on His heart. The helpless 
outcast He stoops to lift, the broken life He bows 
down to repair and bear it onwards for Himself. 
The sinner lies heavy in thought on God’s heart 


every day, and He is more eager to save the lost 
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than our poor minds can imagine. The stories of 
the Prodigal Son, of the Lost Coin, and the Good 
Shepherd, show us God’s love for the lost ; when 
the Prodigal came back, where do we find him but 
leaning on the Father’s heart. When the Shepherd 
found the lost sheep, He bore it home on His shoulder 
rejoicing to the fold. 

We read of the suffering Servant in the 53rd 
chapter of Isaiah, that “‘ He bore our sins,”’ and 
again, “‘ He bore their iniquities.” This was the 
actual work of Jesus. The verb “bear” of our 
text is the same as the one mentioned in the above 
chapter. In the New Testament we find that Christ 
invited the sinful to lean upon Him. “ He is the 
Lamb of God, which beareth away the sin of the 
world,” and that “ He bore our sins in His own 
body on the tree.” Christ is willing to shoulder 
the great load of our sin, and become our substitute 
before God. 

But this is not all; there is in the text a blessed 
promise for the tempted heart. To those, then, 
who are conscious of besetting sin, these words 
will come with fresh assurance, Our lives are 
being tested every day, both by sin within and 
without, and when the appeal of evil becomes 
acute, as it often does, we are apt to yield, and 
then surrender our lives to the domination of sin. 
When a Mohammedan has held out against evil 
as long as he can, he simply gives way, saying, 
“God is merciful.” But as Christians we have 
no such refuge. To sin wilfully is evil of the worst 
kind ; when tempted to sin we should turn to God 
for power to resist. He has promised to see us 
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through. Is it passive sin of the mind? Let us 
pray for deliverance. Is it active evil in the form 
of some sinful action? In the midst of such an 
experience let us turn our eyes to God. A few 
minutes’ prayer can extract from temptation its 
alluring and destructive force. God is willing to 
give both restraining and resisting grace. 

In the original rendering of our text, there is a 
play upon the words, “I have made, and I will 
aid.” Godisour Creator. ‘ Ihave made.” What 
a comforting thought to the tempted life! The 
maker of a machine knows how much pressure it 
can bear, and what weight it can carry. God is 
the Maker of body and soul; He knows every fibre 
of our complex being. He knows the capacity and 
strength of each of our lives. When the burden 
is heavy, “He knows.” When the pressure is 
great, ““He knows.” Let this blessed truth sink 
into our hearts, “‘I have made,” that is: ‘‘I am 
well acquainted with all your circumstances, and I 
will not put upon you burdens greater than you 
can bear’; if ‘I see you faint and weary, I will 
put my arms under you and bear you up.” 

He will not leave us defenceless, to become the 
victims of despair, and the wrecks of temptation 
and sin. As the eagle high on the cliff beats off 
the intruder who would take her young, so does 
God guard the Christian life. As the shepherd 
bears the lambs in his bosom, so does God carry 
His people on His heart. And if we rise to the 
grandest conception of all, it is “like as a father 
pitieth His children, so the Lord pitieth them that 
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No earthly father loves like Thee, 
No mother e’er so mild, 
Bears and forbears as Thou hast done 
With me, Thy sinful child. 
O little heart of mine! shall pain 
Or sorrow make thee moan, 
When all this God, is all for thee, 
A Father all thine own? 


There is also a message in this text for the aged, 
because when we look at the beginning of the verse 
we find, ‘“‘ Even to your old age I am He, and even 
to hoar hairs will I carry you.” The pronoun, 
“J,” is significant ; of course it refers to God, and 
is rich with promise. If you notice, this verse is 
a cluster of ripe fruit. “I am He,” “I carry 
you,” “ Imake you,” “ I will bear,” “I will deliver 
you.” These form a group of brilliant stars, a 
bunch of the most fragrant flowers, a tiara of the 
most costly diamonds, and every one denoting the 
security and victory of the people of God. Many 
people dread age, and often say within themselves, 
“What will it bring? ’’ Our experiences shall be 
the same as all who have gone before us. Our 
powers shall fail. Eyes will become dim, steps 
will become slow, heating will grow dull, and there 
will be a general decline of all our faculties, but how 
comforting to remember, we shall fall to pieces, in 
His hand. ‘I will bear . . . even to old age.” 

Loneliness is another experience of old age, 
judging from what we see every day, with those 
who are nearing the years of seventy or eighty. 
Their friends of early days are usually fewin number, 
many having passed away, and as for their own 
families, if they have children, the majority of 
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their sons and daughters have married, and left the 
old home. The natural growth of a family tends 
in some measure to create loneliness for the parents 
in old age. We shall all come to it if we live, but, 
thanks be unto God, He has promised to be our 
Friend, and thus we march forward, knowing He will 
be with us. “ Even to old age Iam He.” Society 
revels in the young, and has a desire only for youth ; 
it writes about the glory and beauty of youth, to 
the neglect of old age; but how different with 
God! We are ever young to Him; we may have 
grey hairs, but He never tires of us; it is ‘‘ even 
to old age.” 

Alas! in many of our business houses young men 
only are wanted, and mellow experience is sometimes 
at a discount for the sake of youth. ‘‘ Even to old 
age’’ is a most encouraging declaration. Certain 
firms throw off old men as you would lay aside old 
clothes or old boots. In the face, however, of all 
these discouragements, my text has a message of 
inspiration for all who dread the future. The God 
of your childhood, youth, and middle age will be 
the God of your maturer years. He will not allow 
you to fail and fall as you come near the door of 
death and the Gate of Heaven; the promise is 
*‘ even to old age.” 

There is a comparison which Isaiah makes in this, 
chapter. He contrasts the god Bel, one of the chief 
deities of the Babylonians, which was the god of the 
Sun, and carried in religious processions on the 
shoulders of willing worshippers, with the true 
God. The Babylonians carried their god, but it 
is quite different with us. God carries His people 
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on His heart. He holds us. When we trust God 
with all our might, He grasps us with a firm hand. 

Thisis the grandeur of Christianity : it is a religion 
that sustains and supports a man in all conditions ; 
it is nothing else than the everlasting arms of God 
underneath our lives, bearing us up and on to 
Himself. ‘‘ And even to your old age I am He; 
and even to hoar hairs will I carry you: I have 
made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and will 
deliver you.” 
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